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Winter 2018Contact details 
 

Minister:    Rev. Andrea Price 

     13 Dovecot Park, EH14 2LN 

Tel: 0131 443 4355  

     E-mail: APrice@churchofscotland.org.uk  
   

Session Clerk   Mr Douglas Bannatyne,  

6/6 Appin Terrace, EH14 1NN       

Tel: 444 2935 

     E-mail: douglasbannatyne@msn.com 
 

Chair to the Board  Rev. Andrea Price 

     13 Dovecot Park, EH14 2LN 

Tel: 0131 443 4355  

     E-mail: APrice@churchofscotland.org.uk  
 

Clerk to the Board  Mr Michael Bareford 

Tel: 07469810559 
 

Treasurer    Mrs Moira Gray,  

54 Stevenson Avenue, EH11 2SN       

Tel: 337 9028 

     E-mail: moira_gray@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

Safeguarding Officer    
 

Cradle Roll Elder    Mrs Babs Webster,  

     322 Oxgangs Rd North, EH13 9NE          

      Tel: 441 1328 

      E-mail:babs.webster@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Organist    Mr Stuart Montgomery,  

2 Henderson Row, EH3 5DS 

Tel: 556 2092 or 07713606117 

     E-mail: stuart.montgomery3@btopenworld.com 
 

Fabric Convenor  Mr Bill Bremner,  

104 Balgreen Road, EH12 5UB       

Gift Aid Treasurer  Tel: 337 7048 

Traidcraft          E-mail: bill.bremner@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

Church Secretary   Mrs Fiona MacMillan, Church Office. 

Tower Editor   Tel: 478 9675 E-mail: office@stmichaels-kirk.co.uk 
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Follow That Star 

 

The old year is drawing to its close and a new year is soon going 

to be on its way. The shops are beginning to stock up on seasonal 

goods and we are beginning to prepare for Christmas, some 

quietly, some not, some joyously, some with a heavy heart. 

 

Soon St Michael’s Tower will be adorned again with the star. Do 

people remember why we put it there? 

 

If someone is helping us in need we say sometimes “You are a 

star!” We speak about “film stars” and in Hollywood they have 

their own walk of fame with stars inserted into the pavement. In 

the festive season plenty glittering stars decorate shops, streets 

and homes. But is it more than superficial decoration? 

 

The gospel of Matthew tells us that when the wise men came 

from the East they followed a star, which they had observed. It 

led them to a poor child in a manger. But they are convinced 

that this is a special child. 

 

The star had led them to Jesus of Nazareth, who later said to the 

disciples and all who will listen: “Follow me!”  

 

So the star on the Tower is put there as a sign, as a reminder and 

as a question.  

- The star signposts the way to good news of great joy: God 

has come among us in Jesus of Nazareth.  

- The star reminds us that not all that glitters is worth pursuing 

but the most precious can be found in a poor stable.  

- The star is asking us whom we follow, asking us if we follow 

Jesus, leading us onto the way of love, peace and justice in 

a dark world. 

 

May this Christmas be a time of great blessing for you and all 

whom you love.  

 
Andrea  
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A happy new year to you and yours! 
 

Am I a bit early? Maybe a little, but 

Sunday 1st December is the 

beginning of the new church year: 

four Sundays of Advent, then the 

season of Christmas and Epiphany.  

 

During Advent we will light one more 

candle on the Advent Crown every 

Sunday to mark the coming of Jesus 

Christ, the Light of the World. We use 

somber colours like purple to remind 

us that Jesus was born into a world 

of uncertainty, a world where tyrants 

threatened and peace seemed 

elusive.  

 

In the coming year we will mainly be following Matthew’s Gospel 

and thus hear the promise of a child from Joseph’s point of view 

and take courage from Joseph’s example of faithful living in 

troubled times. 

 

Then we will celebrate Christmas with plenty of Carols, food, gifts 

and good cheer. With this we are joining all creation in praising 

God until Epiphany on the 6th January.  

 

In the Season after the Epiphany, we stretch to catch the vision of 

peace and justice that God intends for his creation. We will take 

time to think again about the Sermon on the Mount, a collection 

of sayings and teachings of Jesus in the gospel of Matthew. 

 

 
You, your family and friends are most welcome to join us any time you can. 

We would love your support. 
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Festive services planned: 
 

Sunday 3rd November      11am  Sunday Service  

followed by short Communion 
 

Sunday 10th November    10.50am: Remembrance Service 
 

Monday 11th November   10.45am: Act of Remembrance  

at the War  Memorial 
 

Sunday 17th November    11am:  CrossReach Service 

                                        7pm:  Bereavement Service 
 

Sunday 24th November    11am: Christ the King Service 
 

Sunday 1st December    11am: 1st Advent Service with 

Baptism of Tilly Duffy followed by Write for Rights , Amnesty 

International over coffee 
 

Sunday 8th December     11am:  2nd Advent Service  

spotlight on Fresh Start’s Cookers for Christmas followed by Soup 

and Sandwich Lunch 
 

Wednesday 11th December    7.00pm: Carol Service 
 

Sunday 15th December    11am: 3rd Advent Service 

collecting gifts for the Angel Tree, presents of children whose 

parents are in prison 
 

Sunday 22nd December    11am: 4th Advent Nativity Service 
 

Monday 23rd December:    10am: Churches Together  

“Walking the Nativity” 

 

Tuesday 24th December   11.30am: Watchnight Service 
 

Wednesday 25th December   11am: Family Nativity Communion 
 

Sunday 29th December     11am: Nine Lessons and Carols 
 

Sunday 5th January     11am:  New Year Epiphany Service 
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Changes to the church Family 

 

Deaths:  

Church members: 

Cynthia Brimstone, formerly of Oxford 

Marion Hutton, formerly of Braid Hills Nursing Home 

Margaret Stewart, formerly of Falcon Court, Edinburgh 

 

Former member of The Friendship Club 

Marion McLachlan  

   

 

Bereavement Service 

 

On Sunday 17th November at 7pm we are planning to offer a 

service for all who have suffered bereavement in the past year 

…or longer ago. It is impossible to say how long we grieve the 

death of a loved one.  And who can say how long we grieve and 

have to deal with the grief over the death of someone with 

whom we had a more complicated relationship. It is also good to 

remember those gone before together. So please come and let 

us support each other in our sadness. As is said, “a sorrow shared 

is a sorrow halved.” 

 

 

 

Bible Breakfast & Prayer meets on Tuesdays, from 9am - 10am, in 

the Annex Room. Everyone is most welcome.  
 

If you would like to attend a Bible study, but at a different time, 

please speak to Andrea or Douglas. 

 

Book Club  

 

If you are interested in becoming a member of the Book Club, 

contact Andrea on Tel: 0131 443 4355 or e-mail her at 

APrice@churchofscotland.org.uk for more information. 

mailto:APrice@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Stewardship Reflection by Douglas Bannatyne 

 

Exactly 30 years ago I moved to this area of Edinburgh. Having 

grown up in a small village, where I knew everyone and everyone 

knew me, the church was the center of the community it was 

natural that I would seek out a church in the city. For a couple of 

Sundays I had driven past St Michael's to North Leith and soon 

realised this was silly, I remember standing at the entrance to St 

Michael’s, somewhat overwhelmed by the size of the building but 

once inside received a very warm welcome. People were 

genuinely interested in where I came from, soon Catherine Glen, 

Grace and Isobel Taylor were telling me of relatives they had in 

various villages in South Lanarkshire. Gradually I began to help 

with SMOG and a young adult's group and in 1995 I was ordained 

an Elder. I would sit at Session and Board meetings when 

passionate debate would take place about removing cross pews 

or changing Communion services - I felt guilty that I didn't have 

the passion of so many stalwarts and when the vote came, often 

had to consider how I would feel if something similar was 

happening in Douglas St Bride’s. 

 

I have made many friends at St Michael's and enjoyed many 

excursions and adventures: highlights include Pilgrimages to Iona, 

Lindisfarne and Inchcolm, all organized by Fiona Punton. 

 

Often I rush along Slateford Road dreading what awaits at a 

meeting, coffee morning or other event, but once here, when we 

are all together, we work well and, most of the time, we have fun. 

 

Many years ago for Communion the Elders saving bread met to 

dress the Church at 5pm on a Saturday evening. Some of the 

Elders would come straight from Tynecastle and there would be a 

great deal of camaraderie or rivalry if George McArthur and Bob 

Wightman were both involved, but now, with less to prepare I 

often find myself alone, valuing the peace and tranquility of the 

Sanctuary, (watching the distribution of the Elements from the 

front can be a little stressful.)  
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The building is indeed a landmark, and once I see the Tower from 

the train, Western Approach Road or even from an airplane I 

know I’m almost home. A couple of years ago when the Star was 

late in being lit, I was on a 34 bus coming along Fountainbridge. 

A wee boy sitting at the front got quite excited as St Michael's 

tower came into sight - "Look the Star is lit, it's Christmas" he 

shouted - showing that St Michael's is at the heart of the 

community and I felt proud that I was, in part, responsible for 

creating and maintaining that community for many years to 

come. 

 

 

 

Jim Armstrong remembers “The Stevie” 
 

(“The Stevie” not to be confused with the former Church Officer 

Mr Archibald Stevenson, though an association through the 

name does exist.) 

 

While teachers, church members and pupils of St. Michaels 

Sunday School assembled in the church hall awaiting transport 

for the annual Sunday School picnic, essential items of equipment 

had already been dispatched. These items included the church 

hall’s wooden forms, the heavy wooden tables, two handled 

teapots, canvas sacks and not forgetting The Stevie along with its 

bag of coal from the church’s ration. 

 

On arrival at the park or picnic site, the picnickers would 

discharge from the decorated double decked buses, there 

awaiting on them they found a very welcome sight of the picnic 

already set up with the forms, and tables, along with “The Stevie” 

gently steaming away surrounded by its attendant teapots and 

jugs in a dedicated area all under the strict control and 

supervision of the Church Officer Mr Archibald Stevenson. 

 

The Stevie that became a central element of the Sunday School 

was in fact a coal fired hot water boiler. The boiler provided the 

hot water for the multi-teapots with their linen tea-bags to 
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provide sustenance and cheer to all the picnickers both young 

and old. 

 

The Stevie was also known to warm baby feeding bottles, pies 

and sausage rolls, and hold court while senior members of 

congregation put the world to right and predict the fortunes of 

the Hearts football team and the football match that was 

currently being played elsewhere.  

 

By the end of the afternoon The Stevie had played its roll once 

again, overseeing the picnic and ensuring that the sun had once 

again shone on a St. Michaels Church Sunday School Picnic, it sat 

with quiet contentment in the lower tower room, now the session 

room, to await its next picnic in twelve months’ time. 

 

The picnic now being practically over for another year, the 

Sunday School Pupils had been returned to their parents slightly 

dusty at the edges, totally exhausted and a bit sun burnt, it was 

not quite over for the Teachers and their friends. It was back 

home get all dressed up and out to the “Five Past Eight Show” in 

the Kings Theatre to see Stanley Baxter or Jimmy Logan and the 

like,  hoping the glow from the suns exposure that afternoon 

would subside with the suitable applications of “Calamine Lotion” 

that would make it less noticeable at Morning Service the next 

day 

 

(Based on a picnic dated 1959)     Jim Armstrong 

 

St Michael’s Film Club 
 

06/10/19  7pm   Inside I’m Dancing 

03/11/19  7pm   Shallow Grave 

01/12/19  7pm   It’s A Wonderful Life 
 

Refreshments provided 
 

All are welcome 
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On 5 September, just after sunrise, I stood on the summit of 

Kilimanjaro, 19,710 feet high together with my daughter Claire, 

her husband Dan and her good friend Alison.  

 

We were all proudly wearing Fresh Start T-Shirts as we all support 

Fresh Start’s efforts to help people who have been homeless 

make a new home and life for themselves. 

 

I am so very grateful to all my supporters, especially those in St 

Michael’s who have helped me raise over £3000 for Fresh Start. 

Thank you so very, very much. 

 

Allan Gordon 

 

PS I am still happy to accept any further donations! 
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Stewardship Reflection by Pamela Couper 

 

As we know, Saint Michael’s has been here for 135 years. The 

building is a city landmark on a very busy thoroughfare, a main 

city artery. I've been asked to talk about what I treasure about 

Saint Michael’s.  

 

I do treasure Saint Michael’s. I do value being a member here. 

I’ve been coming to Saint Michael’s since I was 5 when my 

parents moved to this are 54 years ago. I was married here and 

my sons were christened here. 

 

Exactly why I treasure St Michael’s I had to think about. When 

you’ve been part of something that has always been here and so 

long standing you can easily take it for granted and assume it will 

always be here. 

 

I decided to think about what it would have been like if St 

Michael’s had not been here. And several in this congregation 

have already gone through the experience of their own church 

and congregation no longer being here, I know.  

 

Here’s what I came up with: 

I would not have had a place to come to as a weekly stopping 

point, to step off the busy-ness of the world we live in, to take time 

to stop, to think, to consider life, the world around me and to 

reset for the coming week. 

 

The weekly stopping point allows me to think about my faith in the 

context of the day to day life I’m living, think of others, some dear 

to me, some who would be strangers, consider their lives and 

circumstances and pray for them as they experience personal 

events or are caught up in world events. 

 

It gives me time, prompted by thought provoking sermons, 

prayers and music to consider compassion, forgiveness, social 

issues, politics, environmental issues, myself and others and how I 

should respond. 
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I know I am also part of a longstanding community, some who 

have watched me grow up, and some who I have grown up with 

and some who I have watched grow up. 

 

I’m part of a community that provides a vital social fabric and 

one that is increasingly rare in our busy, sometimes lonely, often 

fractured and now often online and virtual world. 

 

St Michael’s allows me to keep connected to my community, to 

others, and keeps me connected to my faith. 

 

That’s why I treasure St Michael’s. 

 

 

 

Fresh Start 

 

A massive thank you to everyone who donated food and 

household goods to Fresh Start for Harvest. Their food shelves 

were looking rather empty at the beginning of September so the 

St Michael’s donations will really help to fill them up.  

 

The food packs are a real lifeline for  some people when they first 

move into their new tenancy, ensuring that their cupboards are 

not completely bare and relieving some of the financial pressure 

of setting up a new home. The food packs are always in high 

demand.  

 

Items that are currently in short supply are toiletries, cleaning 

materials, single duvet covers and towels but all the usual 

donations need to keep coming too. 

 

Many thanks again for your ongoing support. 

 

Alasdair and Babs Webster 

0131 441 1328 
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St Colm’s @ St Michael’s Guild 
 

Theme for 2019/20 - Companions on the Road 

 

The Guild made a good start on 11th September with our National 

Convener, Marian Macintyre, telling us about her life journey and 

the “companions on the road” she met whilst on that journey; 

those who had inspired her, and those who had brought her to 

Faith. She interspersed her story with songs and hymns from 

childhood to now. We joined in the singing, many from 

childhood, with songs taught in Brownies, Sunday School, Girls 

Brigade etc- 'a sunbeam, a sunbeam Jesus wants me for a 

sunbeam'! She certainly inspired us - a fitting companion on the 

road for our first meeting. 

 

We were further inspired, when on 3rd October the Edinburgh 

Guilds Together held its first meeting, with Communion in our 

Church. Sharing Communion, beautifully conducted by Rev 

Andrea Price, with around 50 Edinburgh Guild members 

helped  to deepen our faith in God, and also helped strengthen 

our companionship within the wider Guild. At that Service we 

were addressed by The Very Reverend Albert Bogle, the Minister 

of Sanctuary First, a pioneering ministry being developed by the 

Church of Scotland for worship on the internet. It is hoped to 

have a worshipping congregation on line. Mr Bogle, with the aid 

of a  film, gave the reasons for this style of worship -people unable 

to come to Church, the availability of worship every day or 

whenever you wished to worship, be it one prayer or words of 

comfort. Words like 'blog', 'podcast’, ''web' were used, and for 

those who were unsure how to access the program we were 

advised to seek help from children and grandchildren and 

maybe they could become interested in the Message too! All 

interesting stuff, but listening to this in a beautiful Church with 

Stuart playing our wonderful organ made some of us think that 

the computer style of worship is probably the way ahead but we 

must not throw the baby out with the bathwater! There is a place 



  

14 

for the traditional and the new to come together. Another 

interesting companion on the road. 

 

We have heard about the project we are supporting this session, 

“Seemas Project”. It is a bit overwhelming but also uplifting and 

we had a great time re living the sixties with Marian and Tom 

Kelly. 

 

We now look forward to our fund raising afternoon with Fred and 

Rita Daniels, and hearing about canoeing around Ireland 

with  David Simpson and then.....Christmas outing and festivities. 

 

The Guild wish all readers a Peaceful Christmas and a “Guid New 

Year” (when it comes). May you find companions to enjoy the 

Christmas season with, and if alone, you will certainly find 

companionship in the Guild - all are welcome to one or every 

meeting. 

 

Fay Anderson 

Co convener Guild 

 

 

Update on Stewardship Campaign 2019 – Money and Resources 
 

Stewardship is what you do after saying: “ I believe!” 

 

We hope that you have received and read the stewardship 

material we sent you by post in September 2019 and found it 

interesting. Some found it shocking. So few people spend their 

resources to keep St Michael’s going. Thank all of you who 

responded in whatever way. 

 

Sadly we have only had very few people returning their response 

form. This may have any number of reasons. If you lost your form 

and need a new one, or if you would like to have a conversation 

with an elder or your minister please do not hesitate to get in 

touch via the office or phoning the minister directly. 
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Because if we do not hear from more people the question 

remains:  
 

Is St Michael’s still wanted as an active part of our community?  

Is St Michael’s one of the churches, which is going to be closed in 

the future because of the overprovision of congregations and 

churches in a changed, modern Edinburgh landscape? 

Do we care? 

 

Opting Out…. 
 

Some things from 40 years ago are occasionally worth repeating 

for fun. The following came originally from Christchurch 

Winchester and was used by Rev Eddie Gibbs when teaching 

church growth in 1980. 

 

There are 566 members in our church. But 100 are frail and elderly. 

 

That leaves 466 to do all the work. But 80 are young people at 

college. 

 

That leaves 386 to do all the work. But 150 are tired business men. 

 

So that leaves 236 to do all the work. And 150 are busy 

housewives with children. 

 

That leaves 86 to do all the work. And a further 46 have important 

outside interests. 

 

That leaves 40 to do all the work. But 15 live too far away to come 

regularly. 

 

So that leaves 25 to do all the work. And 23 say they have 

already done their bit for the church. 

 

That leaves you and me. And I’m exhausted.  

 

Good luck to you. 
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Looking further Afield 
 

Aberdeen Presbytery is thinking in their Presbytery planning about 

closing half of their town’s churches in response to declining 

support from the population. Although this may seem a 

desperate move it means relief for those working too hard to 

keep old little used churches going. It means facing up to the 

realities of the local situation and making fresh starts possible. 
 

Rev Scott Rennie, Planning and Development Convener of 

Aberdeen Presbytery wrote: “We are looking to build 4 brand 

new church/community hub facilities, dispose of around 45% of 

our buildings and reinvest and modernise those we are retaining. 
 

We are also seeking to run more worship opportunities outside 

traditional building, e.g. coffee shops, schools, community 

centres etc., and come together in Area Team Ministries.” 
 

If you would like to read more the Aberdeen Presbytery Plan can 

be found on their website: www.aberdeenpresbytery.org.uk/ 

 

What will happen in Edinburgh in the future? 

 

 
  WALKING THE NATIVITY

Ecumenical Journeying  - with Churches Together 
 

                            Monday 23 December 2019 
 

Start 10am: GDS Church 
 

                                 10.30am: St Martin of Tours 
 

   11am: St Michael’s Parish Church 
 

              11.30: Polwarth Parish Church 
 

             12.00: St Cuthbert’s RC Church 
 

Finish 12.30: GDS Church - with a cup of Tea 
 

Everyone is warmly welcome 
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The Friendship Club 

 

The Friendship Club kicked off in style with members discussing our 

new Theme, “Continuity and Change”.  We discussed changes 

that had affected the Club over the years and Ray Lawrence 

spoke about the early days of the Club. She told us that on one 

occasion a butcher cooked sausages and at a later date, a 

baker baked bran scones. Today, nobody fries sausages, but the 

tradition of home baking continues. We all like Christa’s 

shortbread and appreciate when members bake yummy treats 

for us. 

 

On September 30th the Rev. Andrea Price led the group in a sing-

along gig. She sang some old favourites, “Loch Lomond”, and 

“Clementine”, along with songs from Sweden, Switzerland, Africa 

and Germany. Andrea introduced each number with 

entertaining anecdotal comments. It was a lovely afternoon of 

music making, which reminded me of parties we used to have at 

home, with people singing around the piano. 

 

At the next meeting on 14th October, Dr. Allan Gordon took us all 

on an exciting journey to Mount Kilimanjaro. He showed slides on 

a big screen of the ascent of the mountain, from the intense heat 

of the lower slopes to the icy summit shrouded in mist and snow! It 

was really interesting to learn about how friendly the mountain 

guides were and their helpers carried heavy equipment on their 

heads. We viewed unusual scrub land and pretty black and 

white monkeys. 

 

We are all looking forward to a Doctor telling us all about “First 

Aid” at our next meeting, and in November we host “Live Music 

Now”, comprising talented students who have graduated from 

University and are always in top form.  A raffle will also be held, 

(members bring a wrapped up gift, usually something under £5, 

and the little parcels are all put aside and everyone gets a little 

surprise present).     
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Alex Anderson will entertain us with his popular, quirky recitations 

on November 25th.  We all go for a Christmas Lunch on December 

9th before our Christmas break. The fun then continues on January 

13th when we look forward to a New Year, of new, exciting 

events.    

 

Everyone is welcome.   Why not give it a try?      

 

Ruth Andrews 

 

       

 

 

Music at St Michael’s 
 

These past weeks we have been enthralled by afternoons and 

evenings of music in the Church which, with its acoustics is the 

perfect venue for musical performances.   

 

Stuart Montgomery started off in August with a recital for both 

organ and piano. He is a maestro at both, and his selection of 

classical and popular pieces greatly pleased the audience. Also 

in August we heard from the delightful duo Twelfth Day playing 

the harp, violin and song giving us an afternoon of more 

contemporary music.   

 

The classical Guitarist Ben Kearsley gave a recital in September 

when we heard both classical and modern music from South 

America, Spain (countries he had lived and taught in) and 

around the world. A real treat!    

 

The Springwell Golden Voices led the praise for the Harvest 

Thanksgiving Service and held  a concert to celebrate 25 years of 

the choir  in October.  A very popular community choir under the 

competent baton of Margaret Grant.  
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On 18th October the University of St Andrews Renaissance Singers 

and the Renaissance Group Corncrakes along with Brian 

Bannatyne-Scott (bass baritone) inspired us with their magnificent 

'Music of the Heavens', a programme of unaccompanied choral 

music and songs. This was an evening of sheer delight hearing 

music written from 13th century up to the 20th sung as it would 

have been then. Sometimes when visiting an ancient cathedral I 

think of how many people over the ages have worshipped there 

and on that night, with the music praising God and Mary 

sweeping  over us, I thought on how  many worshippers 

throughout the centuries had heard that same music sung in 

places as far afield as Norway, Germany, Italy, Spain and Britain. 

Yes us douce presbyterians  enjoyed  the 'ave marias'! We went 

on to enjoy a smaller group of Corncrakes singing and leading 

the praise on Sunday 20th October. Hopefully our music on that 

day reached the heavens!  

 

Our thanks are due to Andrea and Neil Price who arranged most 

of these performances as well as conducting and taking part in 

the St Andrews singers. Not only have they given us joy, the 

concerts have raised money for the Church.  

 

The next musical performance is a piano recital by Anne Marie 

Vance on Sunday 10th November at 12.30pm.  

 

A huge thank you to all who arranged and took part in whatever 

way to bring such inspirational music to St Michael’s. 

 

Fay Anderson 

 

 

This year’s Christmas Fair will be held on Saturday, 23rd November 

10.30am – 12noon 

 

Coffee Mornings: 

Saturday 14th December 2019 10.30am – 12noon 

Saturday 18th January 2020 
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Stewardship Reflection – by Jim Gray 

 

I never wanted to join the church never mind St Michael’s so it 

was with some reluctance that Moira and I chummed my sister in 

law along to what turned out to be Margaret Forrester’s first “new 

members class” and the rest is history. 

 

I joined St Michael’s because I became engrossed by what 

Margaret was teaching and the sense of social inclusion I felt 

when I started coming along on a Sunday, I felt I belonged here. 

 

As I began to get more and more involved with the community of 

St Michael’s I became very friendly with an old guy who some of 

you will remember, Bill Turnbull, an ex-session Clerk and Fabric 

convenor.  

 

It wasn’t until much later that I realised that Bill was no mug 

because soon I would be volunteering for various things. It was 

through my friendship with Bill that his great love for this building 

we know as St Michael’s soon rubbed off on me and I started 

getting involved in little bits and pieces eventually joining the 

fabric committee. 

 

The reaction from most people when they walk into St Michael’s 

for the first time is WOW and rightly so, it’s a big beautiful Grade A 

listed building which takes a great deal of time, effort and 

finance, not only to keep it wind and water tight, but also to keep 

it going on a day to day basis. 

 

But it’s not all about the building, it’s about the people, you and 

me, the people who have gone before and the people who 

have yet to join. St Michael’s gives us a place where we can 

meet and pray together. A place where we can laugh or 

sometimes cry together. A place where you can just sit and think 

and contemplate life.  

 

People often say I’m never out of St Michael’s and sometimes it’s 

true, I’m often here doing odd jobs, but sometimes while I’m here, 



  

21 

there’s nothing I love more than just sitting in the church, quietly, 

on my own, disconnecting from a busy world with lots going on, 

and just sit here thinking, praying, enjoying some quiet time and 

then I hear a noise in the corner and I have to switch off, or 

should I say switch back on and get on with whatever it was I was 

there to do. 

 

 

24 Doors of Advent 

 

From the 1st – 24th  December you can explore some of 

Edinburgh’s hidden gems through the doors of Edinburgh City 

Council’s real-life Advent Calendar. Each day throughout 

Advent, a unique Edinburgh location will open its doors to the 

public giving you a chance to discover locations like Mansfield 

Traquair, Custom House, BT Murrayfield or the Anatomical 

Museum. Some Venues are still to be confirmed but details can 

be found by visiting http://www.edinburghschristmas.com/whats-

on/24-doors-of-advent18 

 

Nativity Carol Concert 

 

Sing traditional Christmas carols with choirs from across Edinburgh 

at the annual Nativity Carol Concert on Sunday 1st December at 

3.00pm.  This year’s Nativity Carol Concert is in a brand new 

location, at the Mound. 

 

16th November - 26th December 2019 

 Spreading messages of festive cheer across the city, this year’s 

Winter Windows are inspired by the theme of ‘A Festive 

Welcome’. 

 These colourful, vibrant stained-glass window designs showcase 

the creativity of Edinburgh’s school pupils and will be displayed in: 

West Parliament Square 

White Park – Gorgie 

Great Junction Street by Leith Library 

Main Street in Kirkliston 

Goodtrees Community Centre in Gilmerton. 

http://www.edinburghschristmas.com/whats-on/24-doors-of-advent18
http://www.edinburghschristmas.com/whats-on/24-doors-of-advent18
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Can You Hear the Call? 

 

Everyone has a calling. Too often we limit the idea of calling to 

certain forms of ministry or particular professions – but God calls to 

each person. If we listen, we will hear him.  

 

In one sense, we are all called to the same thing –to be children 

of God and to serve him with all our mind, soul and strength. In 

the membership vows of the Church of Scotland we are called to 

serve God in our daily life.  

 

Yet, God has made each of us unique – everyone has their own 

personality, talents and interests. God calls each of us to serve 

him in different ways - making use of those personalities, talents 

and interests. You may be called to be a minister, doctor, 

cleaner, shop assistant, taxi driver, teacher, or factory worker. You 

may be retired or unable to be in paid work, but you are still 

called to serve – maybe as a home carer, church volunteer, or 

simply a friend offering a listening ear. Not one of these roles is 

greater than another. If you are fulfilling the role you are meant to 

be in, and through this role serving God – then that is all that 

matters.  

 

How do you find your calling? Here are a few questions to get 

you started.  

 

Look back over your life.  

 Has there been a special interest that you have returned to 

on a regular basis?  

 Are there specific experiences that have made your soul 

come alive?  

 Do you have skills or talents that you enjoy, but are also 

recognised by other people?  

 Can you think of a role that brings your interests, experiences 

and skills or talents together in a way that honours God?  

If you can answer the fourth question, take that idea and 

prayerfully consider it. It may just be your calling. Try not to fall into 
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the trap that says that in order to honour God, your role has to be 

‘religious’. Remember, a taxi driver can fulfil their interest in driving 

and local geography, enjoy meeting new people and honour 

God by serving their customers with grace, getting them to their 

destination safely. A retired person who loves reading and has a 

good speaking voice, might volunteer to record their voice 

reading from the local newspaper and get this circulated via a 

local charity for the visually impaired.   

 

However, before you go and start a new career plan or make a 

drastic change to how you spend your retirement - a word of 

warning.  There is another word that is fundamental to calling – 

and that is discernment. Take your time to discern your call. 

Discuss it with wise and trusted friends. Ask the questions that 

need asking, try out some aspect of the role with the support of 

others. If it isn’t for you, you will find out. However, if your 

experience reinforces your sense of call, then the question is – will 

you answer God’s call to serve him in this way?  

 

My time with Rev Andrea and St Michael’s Slateford is an 

opportunity for me to discern my call. For some time, I have been 

considering how my faith, love of people’s stories, and my interest 

in expressions of worship, writing and big questions will point to my 

calling. I cannot thank you enough for your welcome and 

encouragement as I discern the specifics of my call. Whatever 

final decisions are made and wherever the future may take me, 

you will always have a very special place in my heart. God bless 

you all. 

 

Louise McAspurren 

 

 

Christmas with J.John & Origin Scotland 

Celebrate Christmas in the Usher Hall on Saturday 7th December 

at 7.30pm. with J. John and Origin Scotland. Admission is free but 

tickets must be booked.  Ring 0131 208 0095 or visit 

https://www.originscotland.org/boxoffice/index.php?eventID=29

48 

https://www.originscotland.org/boxoffice/index.php?eventID=2948
https://www.originscotland.org/boxoffice/index.php?eventID=2948
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Bethany Christian Trust says Thank You- By Andrea Price 

 

On Thursday 12 September 2019 Neil and I were invited to a 

reception hosted by Bethany Christian Trust, who organize the 

night shelter for homeless people in the West of Edinburgh and 

whom St Michael’s has supported for many years. 

 

After a welcome drink and some nice canapés prepared by the 

restaurant Loudon, who gave their premises for the event, we 

were welcomed by the CEO Alastair Bennett, who after thanking 

everyone explained about the charity’s work and vision. 

 

Alasdair outlined the three main strands of Bethany’s work: 

Homelessness Prevention, Crisis Intervention and Housing & 

Support. We are all most familiar with the night shelter, which is 

Crisis Intervention. As winter is approaching, this will soon start 

again.  For a few weeks the night shelter will this year operate out 

of Meadowbank church and then move back to the Diadem, 

once the kitchen has been upgraded and the change of use 

planning consent has been granted by the Council.  

 

However Bethany also supports people, who after homelessness 

learn to live in their own home again (e.g. one to one advice, 

pop up cafe) and people who are in danger of becoming 

homeless (young people in areas of multiple deprivation, 

prisoners newly released). 

 

We heard two staff members tell the story of Louisa and Jim, 

examples of people, who have been helped by Bethany. 

 

Louisa was one of the homeless women, who was in the 

nightshelter all last winter. Most only come for a week but she was 

there all winter. Louisa was friendly and helpful and soon she 

insisted on helping with the tidying and cleaning. So much so that 

staff were able to give her a reference to help her find work as a 

cleaner. In spring it was sad to see her back on the street when 

the shelter closed. However news had just come that she now has 

a permanent job and secure housing. Louisa told Bethany 
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Christian Trust to share her happiness with those who helped her 

in her need. 

 

Martin had been in trouble with the law since he was a teenager 

and had been “inside” on and off. Once he met a support 

worker from Bethany in the prison chapel and experienced the 

peace of God come over him during a service. He was 

befriended by a mentor from Bethany, who helped him cope on 

release and guided him to the Tron in Glasgow for the Bible study 

at the back of the café once a week for those who have been in 

prison. He travels weekly from Bathgate to attend there and to 

build up his courage and steady new self. 

 

Both Louisa and Martin, and so many others, have had difficult 

childhoods and have made bad choices at times. But Bethany 

Christian Trust, all their volunteers and staff have helped them to 

find peace, hope and love for themselves and others. 

 

Thank you all for supporting Bethany Christian Trust and their 

important work in every way you can.  

 

 

 

    
 

Every Caring Christmas Tree funds vital work to transform lives 

across Scotland. With your purchase, Bethany Christian Trust is 

able to support 7,000 people with homelessness and housing, 

addictions and basic furniture. They also work with children and 

families and help people gain the confidence and skills to find 

work and contribute to the life of their local community.  

 

Their Christmas Tree Order Hotline is open now for orders on 0345 

111 8733, and the lines are open Monday to Friday, 10am to 4pm.  
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Rose Victoria's Adventures 
 

Those of you who attend church regularly will have seen Rose 

growing over this past year, and it is hard to believe she is almost 

1 year old! Where did that go? She can crawl with impressive 

speed, crossing the living room in seconds, and she can render it 

a complete tip in just as quick a time by scattering her toys 

everywhere.  

 

Michael and I have spent far more time than we would like, 

searching underneath our sofas in the quest to retrieve lost toys, 

musical eggs and coloured balls. She loves playing with paper 

the best, and can easily shred a newspaper whilst Michael is 

trying to read it, much to my entertainment. 

 

It has been lovely to see Rose interacting with the other babies 

and children who come to the Crèche and Sunday School, and 

seeing them play together. Rose settled straight away at nursery 

as I returned to work in mid-October, enjoying the food, games 

and naps and not seeming to miss us at all! It has been a real 

home-from-home for her as it's certainly a very different life from 

mine when my mother was a stay-at-home mum. 
 

I am so glad 

we managed 

a holiday on 

the Isle of Skye 

before I went 

back. We 

visited 3 castles 

and had a 

great time, 

although I think 

the cottage 

we stayed in 

was haunted; it was very cosy, although sometimes it feel like the 

previous resident, an 104-year-old lady, hadn't actually left. 

 

Ceri Bareford 
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Church House Chatter 

I find there’s something quite special about holding a new, as yet 

unread, unopened book in your hand, anticipating the storyline, 

or the pictures contained within. 
 

New bibles for the church pews were bought recently, in the New 

Revised Standard Version translation. I use one of these to check 

page references of the readings for noting in the order of service; 

the first person to open that particular page, the pristine leaves 

crackling and the smell of newness wafting up, it’s like coming to, 

and reading the Bible for the very first time. I feel real excitement 

and anticipation, wondering how a situation will be described, 

what language will be used and what insight I’ll be given.  
 

With so many translations of the Bible available to us, it’s 

sometimes difficult deciding which to read, and to those 

unfamiliar with the Bible, faced with such a choice, can be 

confusing. However it is my experience that if we open our Bibles, 

expecting to hear God speak to us through his word, it doesn’t 

really matter which translation we use. Often reading an 

unfamiliar translation opens up a meaning of a familiar passage 

which we’ve previously never been aware of. On other 

occasions, the lyrical beauty of the language transports us to the 

place described, or makes us one with the emotions portrayed. 
 

As Advent approaches, I’m looking forward to reading the 

familiar passages using the pew bible, or whatever bible is at 

hand, knowing that the wonder, mystery and joy will be 

expressed whichever translation I use. 
 

So let’s not get side-tracked, moaning about this or that 

translation of the Bible. Instead let’s be thankful and grateful that  

“Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words 

became to me a joy and the delight of my heart;”        Jeremiah 15:16 
 

God bless, 

Fiona 
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Christmas Word Search 

 

There are 40 words hidden in the grid below. The words go up, 

down, across, diagonally even backwards. As you find them think 

of what each one has to do with Christmas. 

 

ADESTE FIDELIS FRANKINCENSE SHEPHERDS SILENT NIGHT  

JOY    NOEL   SHEEP  ADORE  

GIFTS   LORD   PEACE  GOLD 

ANGELS   LOVE   PRAISE  GRACE 

BABY JESUS  MANGER   PROMISE  SON OF GOD 

BETHLEHEM  HAY    MARY  PURE 

STAR   CHRISTMAS  HOPE   REDEEMER 

MOTHER OF GOD MESSIAH   INN   TOWN 

THREE KINGS  SALVATION  COW  WORSHIP 

DONKEY   JOSEPH   MYRRH  HOLY 

 

A N G E L S P U R E R O D A T 

D Z R C T H R E E K I N G S H 

E R A O S E H A Y N W O T T G 

S B C W S P M R E G N A M F I 

T A E M E H P Y O J R O R I N 

E B Y S A E E L R E J A E G T 

F Y O P Y R D E V R N L F L N 

I J B R E D Y O P K H H O P E 

D E E O K S L F I E C A E P L 

E S T M N S O N O F G O G R I 

L U H I O M C H R I S T M A S 

I S L S D E H A I S S E M I H 

S D E E N W O R S H I P E S O 

N R H S A L V A T I O N B E L 

N O E B T R E D E E M E R K Y 

I L M O T H E R O F G O D N R 

               

Edinburgh: St Michael’s Parish Church of Scotland   E-mail: office@stmichaels-kirk.co.uk 

1 Slateford Road, Edinburgh EH11 1NX    Website: http://www.stmichaels-kirk.co.uk 

Telephone: 0131 478 9675     Scottish Registered Charity no: SC 009038 

mailto:office@stmichaels-kirk.co.uk
http://www.stmichaels-kirk.co.uk/

