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Letter from the Interim Moderator
As someone who speaks to ministers most days as part of my
working life, and as someone who’s married to a minister, the
responsibility of writing the minister’s letter for the Church
magazine, whether that’s monthly or quarterly, is one of the
challenges of the regular pattern and rhythm of ministry. It now
falls to me, as Interim Moderator, to write the minister’s letter for
this edition of The Tower; I’ve been fortunate in that Stewart
Lamont and Martin Pearce, as locums, have shared their
thoughts and reflections over the course of the vacancy. It’s my
pleasure to be writing now, knowing that the induction of the Rev
Andrea Price, currently associate minister in St Columba’s Pont
Street, London, will take place on Tuesday 27th November at 7
pm. This is of course subject to the Presbytery sustaining the call at
its meeting on 6th November.
The waiting time for St Michael’s began when James Aitken was
translated to Corstorphine St Ninian’s in August of last year, and
continued, and continues still. The Nominating Committee set its
closing date for applications as 30th April, and presented Andrea
to Kirk Session and Congregation in September.
It’s been a privilege to serve as Interim Moderator at St Michael’s
and I’d like here to offer a collective thank you to all who have
supported me in my work, in particular to all the office-bearers
with whom I’ve had contact. There are so many people involved
behind the scenes and up front who keep the show on the road,
and who ensure that so much happens, apparently effortlessly –
and a huge thank you to all.
I know that you will be supportive of Andrea as your new minister.
Please continue to be the people of God in this exciting journey
of faith, deepening your own faith, as well as living and sharing
that faith in the world beyond the walls of St Michael’s. May
God’s richest blessings be with you, the people of St Michael’s, in
this next chapter of your collective pilgrimage.
Angus Mathieson
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Changes to the Church family:
New Members:
Michael Bareford
Maxine Fallon
Kirsty Webster
Wedding:
Abbyjo Lennie to Joshua Thomson on 27th October 2018

The new Manse
As you will be aware, St Michael’s sold their manse in Merchiston
Gardens earlier this year and purchased a new property in
Dovecot Park.
Work on the manse started in earnest when the Rev Andrea Price
accepted the call to be our minister at St Michael’s, and as
always there is a lot more involved than initially thought, and
that’s partly down to the fact that we bought a house and not a
manse.
All trades have been involved, painter, electrician, plumber,
joiner and carpet fitter. We are in the process of converting the
front bedroom into a study, correcting any electrical issues raised
during the Electrical Safety check, fitting new sockets etc. etc.
Both the Presbytery and Church of Scotland General Trustees are
keen to emphasise the importance of providing ministers with
Manses they can be proud of, and I hope Andrea and Neil will
enjoy living in their new home in Dovecot Park.
Jim Gray
GDB
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Sad News!
Traidcraft PLC’s recent trading has been poor, and despite
enormous efforts by staff, management, Fair Traders, and many
fair trade shops over the last few years to reverse the company’s
performance, they have not succeeded, and all current staff
have been formally served notice of their redundancy. The Board
is currently investigating a proposal which would mean Traidcraft
is downsized, but transformed into a fair trade business – fit for
purpose in the 21st century.
This will have an effect on producers. Traidcraft PLC is proactively
working with their sister charity, Traidcraft Exchange, to identify
the producers most at risk and provide the support they need.
Traidcraft Exchange will be launching an appeal this Christmas to
raise funds for this work. If you’d like to be kept informed about
this, please email hello@traidcraft.org with your details.
Traidcraft PLC will continue to trade as usual to the end of 2018.
Fairtrade at St. Michael’s
St.Michael’s Parish Church runs a Traidcraft stall every Sunday in
the Lower Hall, where you can purchase a wide range of goods,
both before and after the Service. We currently have a fantastic
range of Christmas cards, Advent calendars, Advent candles,
Christmas biscuits and chocolate as well as our usual stock of tea,
coffee, sweets and goodies!
I will continue to purchase stock from Traidcraft PLC until the end
of the year and propose to send any small profit that we raise to
Traidcraft Exchange.
Any purchase from St. Michael’s Traidcraft stall, no matter how
small, does help to make a difference and to transform lives.
PLEASE continue to support our stall.
Sheila Bremner
5

Fresh Start
How it all began
Fresh Start began in 1999 when a group of people from
Edinburgh’s churches came together to find a way of tackling
homelessness. The question was – how to help? The group
decided to ask someone who was homeless what they could do
for them. Through listening and learning about the challenges
faced by being homeless, the Starter pack Project was launched.
Fresh Start has continued to listen and learn from their clients to
develop their services.
What they do
They use three main themes to describe their services – Provision
of goods; Social and Practical; and Employability. The journey
from homelessness to settling into a new tenancy can be a
challenging one. Fresh Start take a rounded approach to
supporting their clients by providing household goods, a
decorating service, and cooking and budgeting classes. There is
an opportunity to work in their growing spaces where they grow
fruit and vegetables, and, for those who are unemployed, their
Training Initiative offers valuable skills and experience to help get
into the workplace.
Mission
Their mission is to ‘help people make a home for themselves’. The
words are simple, but behind those words are the passion and
commitment of their staff, volunteers and donors to break the
cycle of homelessness.
Aims
Fresh Start has developed their services to provide support for
those who have been homeless with the following aims:
 To enable people who have been homeless to resettle in
their community;
 To provide volunteering opportunities that offer practical
and emotional support to their clients;
 To help their clients develop life skills;
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 To involve church members and the wider community in their
work to end homelessness.
St Michaels has supported Fresh Start from the beginning and
particularly now, with the colder weather coming in, we ask you
to continue your support by donating household items you no
longer need. Please see the notices in the church or look at their
website for what they are looking for.
You can also ask us of course, and, if you are unable to bring your
donation to church, then please contact us on 0131 441 1328 or
email babs.webster@hotmail.co.uk
Many thanks for your support.
Alasdair and Babs Webster
Chatter overheard by a Sunday Club leader
After hearing that week’s Bible story, the children present were
given paper and crayons, and encouraged to draw something
relating to what they had just heard.
One wee girl sat thinking hard of what she would draw, and,
seeing her friend already busily scribbling away, she asked, “What
are you drawing?”
“Jesus” the friend replied.
After a moment’s hesitation the little girl said, “But we don’t know
what Jesus looked like!”
“You will once I’m finished.”

Second Sunday Soup
Second Sunday Soup takes place after the service on Sunday
9th December and will support the Cookers for Christmas appeal.
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The Friendship Club
The Friendship Club got off to a very good start in September and
we were delighted to welcome three new members.
On September 17th, Martin Pearce showed lovely film slides of
cute little animals and babies. His presentation was amusing and
he also presented a light-hearted quiz, which was great fun.
On October 1st, Springwell Golden Voices were in great form, as
usual. They sang a variety of songs, celebrating different styles,
genres and eras. Their pianist played “Forgotten Dreams” by
Leroy Anderson, evoking memories of the late elegant, popular
pianist, SEMPRINI.
October 15th was yet another memorable afternoon. Having just
returned from their world tour, the Knox/Eon Guitar Duo
entertained us with refreshingly light jazz arrangements of some
favourite melodies, “Autumn Leaves”, “Why not take all of me”,
“Summertime”, etc. We also had a raffle, with lots of lovely prizes.
I really like when we have a raffle because everyone gets a prize:
I am delighted with my prize, which was a very trendy scarf-ring
presented in a lovely box!
Before we go for a Christmas lunch on 10th December, we will be
entertained by Alex Anderson who returns, due to popular
demand, giving his own brand of humorous recitations. On
November 26th, Siannie Moodie is also returning due to popular
demand. Her dexterity on the Clarsach was much admired
during her last appearance and she, along with some of her
musical friends, will be entertaining us.
A number of high-lights to look forward to in the New Year take
place on February 11th when Debbie Pearce will give us her
“Confessions of a Quilting Addict”, and on March 11th, the ever
popular Stuart Montgomery will give a Recital on piano and
organ. Stuart’s Recitals are always excellent and well attended.
On January 28th Graeme Gainey will show his beautiful slides, with
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well-chosen music accompanying the stimulating visual
experience. Last year he showed lovely slides of Edinburgh’s
Georgian Buildings, accompanied by Handel’s great music which
made us all proud to be associated with the great city of
Edinburgh. The popular Currie Kirk Singers will entertain on
February 25th 2019.
Other meetings will take place on Mondays 12th and 26th
November and January 14th 2019 and every fortnight after that
until the 8th April.
If you have never been to the Friendship Club, and are free on
Monday afternoons, why not come along and give it a try? You
will be very welcome. To quote one member, “It is a lovely way to
spend an afternoon.”
Ruth Andrews.

Life and Work
“Life & Work” magazine covers all aspects of the Church’s
activities in Scotland and beyond, and helps to keep its readers
informed of the work of the wider Church. Contributors come
from all walks of the Church’s life, from the Moderator to folk in
the pews. As well as thought provoking articles, there are photos,
prayers and book reviews.
The magazine costs £2.80 per issue. If you would like to subscribe
to the magazine speak to Fiona in the office by ringing 0131 478
9675.
“Life and Work” is also available as a digital edition for computer,
tablet and smartphone: visit www.lifeandwork.org for regular
news and exclusive features, find on Facebook or follow on
Twitter@cofslifeandwork
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My Great-Grandfather and World
War 1- Ceri Bareford
With the approach of the 100th
anniversary of the end of WWI, my
thoughts have turned to my greatgrandfather,
William
Taylor. I
haven’t yet got around to tracing
his military records but we believe
he fought with one of the Artillery
regiments, in the days when guns
were pulled by horses. He fought in
the Somme and Pascendale, and
even bumped into his own brotherin-law in the trenches. He was
injured by shrapnel at one point
and brought the piece home with
him. I don’t believe he ever spoke
about the war afterwards.
He was born in Lancashire on 22nd July 1890 and his parents were
Elizabeth Hartley and Charles Taylor, as we found from tracing his
birth certificate. I have often wondered if I am an heiress to
Hartley’s jam! We believe he had an older brother called Stephen
who emigrated to Australia. Tragically Elizabeth died from
septicaemia three days after the birth. It is not known who
brought him up, something which amazes me today. As his
second son, my grandfather said, no one spoke about those
things then. But he was involved with the Church Lad’s Brigade,
which he said ‘saved him’.
He married Mary Stafford and had two sons, Leonard (born 1917)
and Bernard (born 1922, my grandfather). He and Mary became
Mayor and Mayoress of Heywood, Lancashire, and welcomed
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth to Heywood in 1945. He
later trained as a designer and we believe designed for Harrods.
My grandfather spoke of their holidays to Devon, a place he
loved. They later named their house The Capstone after a place
in Ilfracombe he used to visit. Unusually for the time not only could
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my great-grandfather drive – my grandmother said later she
thought they were posh because they had a car.
He moved to north Wales in the 1960’s and never left. He loved to
smoke a pipe and kept a budgie called Charlie who ended up
covered in the pipe ash. I just remember visiting him at a
retirement home. I remember well the shadowy figure of an old
man crouching down in his chair with eagerness to see me and
my brother. Amazingly, he lived to the fantastic age of 95,
despite everything he had been through. I was 5 years old when
he died and I still find it incredible that I met someone who had
served in WW1.
His hobbies included wood carvings of caricatures which were
very entertaining, and oil paintings. The only thing I have to
remember him by is an oil painting that hangs in our living room
behind me as I write this. As me and Michael prepare to
welcome our first child this December, I can only hope he’s
looking fondly down on us.
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Christmas Fair
This year, the Christmas Fair will take
place on Saturday, 17th November
between 10.30am and 12noon.
Boxes can be found at the back of the
church for donations of toiletries, jewellery, bric-a-brac, bottles of
wine and other non-perishable items.
If you would like to become involved in helping to ogranise the
Fair, speak to Moira Gray, Douglas Bannatyne or Sheila
Thompson.
Family Fun Day
St Martin’s, Dalry Road, invite you and your family to a Free Family
Fun Day on Sunday, 2nd December from 12.30pm – 2.30pm. After
a bring and share lunch there will be arts and crafts and games in
the hall. E-mail revgooljary@aol.com for more information.
Advent Study
Our friends at St Martin’s have invited us to join them at their
advent course which will start on the first week of advent;
Tuesday, 4th December from 7.30 - 8.45pm at the rectory, 15
Ardmillan Terrace, and Thursday 6th December from 10.30 11.45am at St Martins.
The study, “Walking backwards to Christmas”, is based on a book
by Bishop Stephen Cottrell. If you are interested in attending,
please add your name to the sign-up sheet at back of the church
or speak to Douglas Bannatyne.

The Gorgie/Dalry Christmas lights switch on will take place on
Sunday, 2nd December
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Christmas Services in St Michael’s
Wednesday 19th December at 7pm: Christmas Carols and
Songs
Sunday 23rd December at 11am: Family Service
Christmas Eve, at 11.30pm: Candlelit Watchnight Service
Tuesday 25th December at 11am: Christmas Day Service
Sunday, 30th December: Morning Worship
ALL WELCOME

Remembering Others at Christmas
On Sunday 2nd December we begin to celebrate our “Giving”
during the Christmas Season.
 Sunday 2nd December: Amnesty Sign In – send a greeting of
hope to prisoners throughout the world.
 Sunday 9th December: Cookers for Christmas. Give a
donation of love to help those who were homeless set up a
home this Christmas time.
 Sunday 16th December: Angel Tree. Bring a gift of peace for
children who have a parent in prison over Christmas. Please
bring unwrapped presents or Gift Vouchers which the Prison
Fellowship will make available to prisoners in Sauchton Prison,
for them to give to their children. The gifts will be collected
from the church early in the week beginning 17th December.
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St Colm's @ St Michael's Guild.
At the time of writing, it looks as if our change of day and time for
Guild meetings is proving successful: we have gained 5 new
members now that we meet in the afternoon. Our Session
began with Martin Pearce leading us in the exploration of the
Guild’s current theme - ' Seeking the Way'. We looked at some of
the journeys undertaken by people of faith seeking the way in
the Old Testament, the different journeys taken by Moses as he
led his people out of Egypt, of Ruth and her mother-in-law Naomi
into a different country, and in the New Testament the walk on
the Emmaus Road with the risen Christ, and the transformational
journey of Paul.
The session continued with two members of the Boy's
Brigade enlightening us on the project, 'Faith in Young
People'. At our meeting on 7th November we will be holding a
bring and buy sale in aid of this worthwhile project.
We were fortunate to have the Guild General Secretary Iain
Whyte speak to us, at short notice, on the Guild movement in
Malawi where, he explained, women and men have to pass a
religious exam in order to become Guild members! There is a
separate women and men's Guild and they all wear a uniform,
often made by themselves.
Mr Eric Melvin was our speaker on 24th October when we heard
about the Edinburgh of Burke and Hare. Gruesome times, and
although we all thought we knew the story, we were surprised at
how much we did not know about the history of our city.
During Guild Week, which falls on 18th -25th November, we look
forward to an open social afternoon on Wednesday 21st
November at 2pm when Rab Anderson will show slides of his
journeys in the mountains and hills. This is a fund raising meeting
and tickets are now on sale, priced £4, including refreshments
and a raffle. We will, as usual be circulating the 16 Days of prayer
from 25th November to 10th December when we concentrate
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our prayers and thoughts on victims of abuse and those who are
HIV positive.
Our theatre outing to Pitlochry on 28th November heralds the
Christmas season, and then the Guild council (new name
replacing Guild Presbytery) is holding a Big Sing at St Cuthbert’s
Church on Friday 7th December. This will bring together a
selection of carols, readings and reflections that encapsulate the
true meaning of Christmas.
As with the rest of the Church congregation, the Guild will be
delighted to welcome The Rev Andrea Price to St Michaels. We
have already booked her for our first meeting in 2019 which falls
on 9th January at 2pm. Everyone is welcome to Guild meetings no need for any exams or special clothing! Just come as you are
where a warm welcome awaits you.
The Guild members wish everyone a happy Christmas and a
good New Year.
Fay Anderson, Co Convenor Guild

Christmas Concert with Origin Scotland
Origin Scotland and Friends, in association with Tearfund, put the
real message of Christmas at the heart, and the start, of the
Christmas season at a concert to be held in Edinburgh’s Usher
Hall on Saturday, 1st December at 7.30pm. Admission is free with a
collection taken on the night.
Tickets must be booked and are available on line at:
https://www.originscotland.org/boxoffice/index.php?eventID=29
39 or by calling the office Origin office on 0131 541 0117.
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As most of us know, Bethany Christian Trust’s Winter Care Shelter
provides shelter, access to food and support for people during
the coldest months of the year. Indeed, until last year when the
need for much greater accommodation space prevented us, St
Michael’s used to regularly “host” 3 Care Shelter Evenings in our
halls.
This year, Bethany Christian Trust is, for the second consecutive
year, launching its Care Shelter voucher scheme, where
supporters have the opportunity to purchase a gift for people
who are homeless to enable them to stay at the Winter Care
Shelter.
For every £21.00 voucher purchased, the Edinburgh Care Shelter*
will provide a person who would otherwise be sleeping rough,
homeless on the streets, the following assistance:









Overnight shelter from 9:30pm till 7am
A warm bed space to sleep
Safety from the elements
Care and support from professional staff
Access to a freshly prepared hot two course meal
Breakfast in the morning
Access to a range of professional on site services
Support for the individual to move out of the crisis of homelessness
More information, and details of how to purchase a voucher, can
be found on Bethany Christian Trusts website
www.bethanychristiantrust.com/news-article/buy-care-sheltergift/
*The voucher is not required by the beneficiary of your gift to
access the Care Shelter. Your donation will be used for Bethany’s
winter work which includes the Edinburgh Care Shelter.
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Church House Chatter
I’m sure, like me, you have family traditions which you faithfully
observe year in, year out. One such tradition in our household is
that the Christmas cake be made as soon as the children return
to school after the “tattie picking holidays”: the October school
break. I can report that this year’s cake is made, and will be
religiously doused with brandy before being dressed with
marzipan and icing in time for Christmas Day.
Recently, an e-mail to the office from Canada reminded me of
another tradition which many families used to keep, that of
writing the names of marriages, births and deaths in the family
Bible. Perhaps you have one such family Bible. In this instance, the
enquirer, having found an old Bible in the attic of her new home,
in which was written the names and date of the wedding in 1893
of the original owners, was trying to trace any of their living
descendants in the hope of returning the Bible to the family.
Sadly I was unable to supply any information to further the ladies’
research, as documents held in the church archive room didn’t
go back that far and could only refer her to Register House at the
east end of Princes Street.
Isn’t it sad to think that something, once so lovingly held by a
family was, over time, relegated to the attic, treated as
something that “might come in useful in the future”, only to be
forgotten about completely when the family moved house?
Whatever becomes of this particular Bible, I hope and pray that it
will once again become a treasured possession and, as Psalm
119 verse 105 says, be “a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” to
whomever holds on to it.
Fiona
How do groups of angels greet each other?
Halo, halo, halo!
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Music on Sundays at St. Michael’s in November 2018
Sunday 4th November
H. Howells: Prelude ‘Sine Nomine’
T. Albinoni / R. Giazotto: Adagio in G minor
R. Vaughan Williams: Romanza ‘The White Rock’
music for reflection: A Lloyd Webber: Think of me
offering: A. Lloyd Webber: All I ask
postlude: H. Mulet: Tu es Petra
Sunday 11th November (Remembrance)
C. Gluck: Dance of the Blessed Spirits
E. Elgar: Nimrod
J. Walch: Funeral March for L.v Beethoven
music for remembrance: H. Purcell: When I’m laid in Earth, sung by Fiona
Malcolm
music for reflection: M. Sherwin: A nightingale sang in Berkeley Square
offering: F. Mendelssohn: Oh for the wings of a dove
postlude: E. Elgar: March no. 4 in G Major
Sunday 18th November
G.F Handel: Concerto no 4 in F Major ‘Alcina’ (opus 4 no. 4)
J. Massenet: Meditation (from Thais)
music for reflection: L.v Beethoven: Adagio, from Sonata in E (opus 1O9)
offering: L.v. Beethoven: Adagio, from Sonata in C minor (opus 13)
postlude: L. Boellmann: Toccata
Sunday 25th November
D. Buxtehude: Prelude & Fugue in D Major
R. Prizeman: Songs of Praise
R. Vaughan Williams: Land of our Birth
Reflection: R. Binge: Sailing by
Offering: R. Binge: Elizabethan Serenade
postlude:H. Chappell: Songs of Praise
Tuesday 27th Novemeber at 7pm
The Induction of Mrs Andrea Price as Minister of St. Michael’s
G. F Handel: Concerto no 14 in A Major ‘Brunswick’ (HWV 296)
E. Elgar: Chanson de Nuit
G. F Handel: Zadok the Priest
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As we celebrate Jesus’ Birthday
This rhyme was written by Fay Anderson to be said at a Christmas
Party for Girls Brigade in St Colm’s Church a few years ago now.
She wanted the girls (boys were at the party too) to realise that
Jesus was once a child like them and would likely play as they
did.
As we celebrate Jesus’ Birthday
With parties, with cards and with gifts,
I wonder how Jesus, as a boy
Would likely celebrate his.
Do you think that his Mother would bake him a cake?
With candles to light, just enough for the age he would be?
Would his joiner Dad a Noah’s Ark make
To play with when his friends came round to tea?
Would his mother go over the day of his birth, its joy, its wonder, its
pain?
And would Jesus mutter under his breath – oh no, not that story –
again!
We know from the Bible that Jesus, the boy, did study and pray
But I am sure there were times when he rushed out to play
Do you think he climbed trees to get dates or a fig?
Did he come home with skint knees, did he ever play tig?
Did he sing in the evenings as they sat round the fire?
Did he play a musical instrument like the lute of the lyre?
Were the Psalms of David “Golden Oldies” to him as a boy?
Did they have a “top of the charts” song to sing just for joy?
Do you think that he and his friends drew pictures in sand?
Skiffed stones in the lake, ran races on land?
Flew kites in the sky, played games with no cares?
Do you think they played anything quite like pairs?
As we celebrate Jesus’ birthday
With parties, with cards and with gifts,
I wonder how Jesus, as a boy
Would likely celebrate his.
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Free Christmas Events organised by Edinburgh City Council.
Winter Windows: from 17th November to 26th December 2018
The Winter Windows will form a magical pathway from St Giles
Cathedral, West Parliament Square, to Newhaven, popping up at
the following locations:
 West Parliament Square – St Giles Cathedral
 Great Michael Rise – Newhaven
 North Street – Ratho
 Royston/Wardieburn Community Centre - Pilton
 St Patrick Square - Nicholson Street
Each stained-glass window will have been designed by a child
from an Edinburgh school on the theme of Kindness.
Nativity Carol Concert
The traditional annual singing of carols round the nativity scene
will take place in St Andrew Square at 3pm on Sunday, 2nd
December.
24 Doors of Advent: 1st - 24th December 2018
A real-life advent calendar takes you through a different door
throughout December as Edinburgh opens its doors to showcase
some of the unique buildings in the city. Some venues and dates
are still to be confirmed and some places require booking in
advance.
Some of the venues which have been confirmed are:
Dovecot Studios, Corstorphine Hill Tower, Holyrood Park, Lauriston
Castle, Trinity House, Murrayfield, John Sinclair House, Riddle's
Court and Tynecastle Park
To find out more visit
http://www.edinburghschristmas.com/whats-on/24-doors-ofadvent18
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What’s on in St Michael’s?
Sunday:

11.00 am Morning Worship

Tea is served in the hall after Morning Worship and Soup Lunch is
served after the morning service on the Second Sunday of every
month.
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated on the last Sunday in January,
March, June and October.
Monday
Tuesday

10.00 am: Mothers and Toddlers Group
2.00 pm: Friendship Club
7pm: Zumba Classes
10.00 am: Mother and Toddlers Group

Wednesday 10.30am: Scots Music Group
2.00pm: St Colm's @ St Michael’s Guild
5.00 pm: Rainbows
6.15 pm: Brownies
6.30pm: Guides
Thursday

10.00 am: Springwell Golden Voices
2.00 pm: Indigent Old Men’s Club
7.30pm: Showcase rehearsals

Friday

10.30 am: My Baby Can Dance Classes
5.15 pm: Beavers
6.00 pm: Cubs
7.20pm: Scouts

Saturday

10.30 am: Young Ones
10.30am: Coffee Morning (Third of the month)
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