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Contact details 
 

Interim Moderator:  Rev. Angus Mathieson 

     Tel: 0131 225 5722 

     E-mail: AMATHIESON@churchofscotland.org.uk 
   

Locum:    Martin Pearce  

Mob: 07913 625 394 

E-mail: martin.j.pearce@blueyonder.co.uk  
 

Session Clerk   Mr Douglas Bannatyne,  

6/6 Appin Terrace, EH14 1NN       

Tel: 444 2935 

     E-mail: douglasbannatyne@msn.com 
 

Chair to the Board  Mr Jim Gray  

54 Stevenson Avenue, EH11 2SN       

Tel: 337 9028 

E-mail: jim_gray@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

Clerk to the Board  Mr Michael Barefoid 

Tel: 07469810559 
 

Treasurer    Mrs Moira Gray,  

54 Stevenson Avenue, EH11 2SN       

Tel: 337 9028 

     E-mail: moira_gray@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

Safeguarding Officer    
 

Cradle Roll Elder    Mrs Babs Webster,  

     322 Oxgangs Rd North, EH13 9NE          

      Tel: 441 1328 

      E-mail:babs.webster@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Organist    Mr Stuart Montgomery,  

2 Henderson Row, EH3 5DS 

Tel: 556 2092 or 07713606117 

     E-mail: stuart.montgomery3@btopenworld.com 
 

Fabric Convenor  Mr Bill Bremner,  

104 Balgreen Road, EH12 5UB       

Gift Aid Treasurer  Tel: 337 7048 

Traidcraft          E-mail: bill.bremner@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

Church Secretary   Mrs Fiona MacMillan, Church Office. 

Tower Editor    Tel: 478 9675 E-mail: office@stmichaels-kirk.co.uk 
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Thank you from the Locum 

 

My time as locum is due to finish at the end of July and it has 

been a privilege and joy to be locum at St Michael’s. I have 

many thank you prayers to God for all of you and highlights of my 

time with you, which you can read later in this magazine. 

 

Some people, about 50 of you, I have got to know well, others 

hardly at all, and some I have not met. But some of us have 

prayed for all of you. Our prayer has been, and continues to be, 

that whatever your situation, you sense the comforting presence 

of God when life is hard or lonely, the spiritual strength of his Spirit 

when you feel emotionally or physically weak, and the joy of 

following Jesus every day of your life.  

 

We continue to pray that your faith in God the Father, God the 

Son and God the Holy Spirit will help you through any situation, no 

matter how bleak, sad and weak your feel.  

 

If your faith does not help, then try asking God to help you 

again……so often we fight all of life’s battles and challenges on 

our own -  God will always help – often unexpectedly – and in his 

time frame – and sometimes after this life, but he will help us all if 

we ask him. 

 

The Christian Faith teaches us, and Jesus tells us, there is 

forgiveness of sins and a fresh start in life when we turn to Jesus.  

In addition, he has prepared many rooms for us in the eternal 

home so we can be confident that there is life after 

death….hence we have nothing to fear about passing through 

the door called death. We have known since the age of 5 years 

old that people die, often tragically and without warning……and 

many of us have experienced the slow death of a loved 

one……that is painful to all of us. But it is not the end of that 



  

4  

person life or your relationship with your loved one when you 

profess the Christian Faith…… 

 

The modern world believes in nothing. People follow fashionable 

ideas and they come and go and are all built on sand. So often 

we hear through the media about the sadness of a young 

famous celebrity dying and the modern day celebrity followers 

do not know what to say or do….other than to clap after about 

20 seconds of a one-minute silence…….. 

 

We in the Christian Church can help people through 

bereavements and such sadness. We can also share their joys 

and achievements. 

 

Most people under 40 know nothing about Jesus. We have an 

exciting and reassuring story to tell them. Many of the funerals I 

have taken over the last 3 years (over 40 in total) were attended 

by people who used to go to church….they are encouraged to 

know there is still a Christian God………we can help them come 

back to church and to find an inner peace that only God can 

give. They will also experience love from belonging to a church 

family and hope in the risen Jesus during their final years in this life 

……in fact they will have new life. 

 

Do not give up on your Christian Faith, or on St Michael’s. We 

have a wonderful God that we worship who will help us through 

our difficult days and we can look forward to the future of St 

Michael’s Church family. Thank you for all you do at St Michael’s, 

thank you for your faithful Christian examples and love, and thank 

you for all the support you have given me. 

 

Every blessing, 

Martin (Locum January to June 2018) 
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Changes to the church Family 
 

Mrs Mary Richardson formerly of Whitson Place East, Edinburgh 

 

Miss Margaret Johnson 

Miss Margaret (Peggy) Johnson, who died on 16th March at age 

105, she would have reached 106 in May, was our oldest 

member. Although, due to her age and infirmity, she never 

managed to worship in St Michael’s she always retained an 

interest and contributed financially to Church.   

 

Peggy lived all of her life locally - Macleod Street, Angle Park 

Terrace and Moat Drive- and had gone to Dalry and Tynecastle 

schools. In order, she had been a member of Dalry 

Congregational Church, which became Dalry, then Dalry-

Haymarket and then St Colm’s. Following the union of St 

Colms with Gorgie Parish she joined St Michael’s.  

 

Peggy worked all of her life including being in the office 

at Manclarks a local clothing firm (now gone). During the war 

years she   served her country in the Pay Corps of the Auxiliary 

Territorial Service (ATS) at RAF Aberdeen Dyce Airfield , something 

she made light of as it was in a clerical role but nevertheless an 

important one.  

 

Peggy managed to stay at home until the last year of her life 

when she was looked after in Guthrie House.  At her own home 

she enjoyed visits from friends and family, especially her nieces 

and nephews (great and great great) and always enjoyed 

conversations about what was going on and how 'strictly come 

dancing' was not dancing as she knew it! She particularly 

enjoyed sport - motor racing and snooker being the favourite - 

being deaf, sport was something she could watch without 

hearing the banal chatter that sometimes goes with it.   

 

At one time she and our then Minister, James Aitken, went over all 

of the Prime Ministers in office in her lifetime, what 
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an achievement!  Peggy also told Rev. Lamont, our previous 

locum, that she wanted no more cards from the Queen!  

 

It was a privilege to have been her friend, and her elder at St 

Colm’s, and to hear her stories about her life and her holidays to 

relatives in Australia. It was therefore an even greater privilege for 

Pat and I to be with her as our locum Martin Pearce prayed with 

her in the week she died. Peggy’s favourite verses from the Bible 

were from Matthew chap 7, “consider the lilies.....' and were read 

at her funeral. She would have been pleased. A long life well 

lived. 

 

Fay Anderson 

 

 

Bible Verses 

 

If it is one thing that I have been reminded of at St Michael’s is 

that love in a church family is what keeps a church family going. I 

pray therefore that you will always have the love for one another.  
 

Jesus said to his disciples and therefore to us, “Love one another 

as I have loved you.” 
 

The love we endeavour to offer one another is in our bible verses 

below. Such standards of love are difficult to live up to, but love is 

priceless when we offer it unconditionally: 
 

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it 

is not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is 

not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not 

delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always 

trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.”  

(1 Corinthians 13: verses 4-8a New International Version – UK) 
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From Manse to Manse 
 

9 Merchiston Gardens went on the market at the end of January 

– we did not expect it to be a quick sale. Enquiries came flooding 

in – an open viewing was scheduled for the Sunday afternoon, 

but between the Wednesday evening and Saturday afternoon 

over 20 parties viewed the property.  These viewing were quickly 

followed by over 10 notes of interest and a closing date was set 

for 9th February 2018. The successful offer of over £900,000 meant 

the sale would be completed by the 30th March. 
 

We were then in a position to start looking for a suitable 

replacement. Initially an alert was set up on the ESPC website 

highlighting properties of 7 rooms, within a 3 mile radius of the 

Church. Prior to Easter there were few properties, mostly in 

Corstorphine and Murrayfield areas, after Easter, 2 properties 

appeared in Craiglockhart and 1 at Kingsknowe, all close to 

direct buses from St Michael’s. We viewed these properties and 

were most taken with the one just off Lanark Road overlooking 

the playing fields at Kingsknowe.  
 

The property was originally built as a bungalow in 1958 and has 

been extended into the attic and at the back and lower ground 

level. On the ground level there is a large breakfasting kitchen, 

Lounge/Dining room opening out on to a sun terrace, a bedroom 

and a shower room. Upstairs there are two bedrooms and a 

shower room and the lower level has a bathroom, utility room, 

bedroom and lounge. There is a garage and a manageable 

garden. The view from the upstairs bedroom is spectacular 

looking towards the Queensferry Crossing. 
 

We should have the keys by the beginning of July and I would 

expect we will organise a couple of open afternoons during the 

summer. 
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Nominating Committee 
 

Your Committee has now met 8 times since being appointed on 

Sunday 17 December 2017.  Our Vacancy appears on the 

Church of Scotland website and we arranged a quarter page 

advert in April's “Life and Work”, as well as having our vacancy 

advertised on-line by “Life and Work” that month. We are well 

aware that there is a national shortage of ministers and quite a 

number of vacant charges but felt we should be hopeful and 

initially set a closing date of 30th April for applications.  
 

We received two applications and arranged interviews but one 

applicant withdrew shortly before, having accepted another call. 

We interviewed the remaining applicant and are trying to 

arrange a date to hear that applicant preach and we are still 

keeping an open mind on trying to find the right person to fill our 

vacancy. The Nominating Committee is very grateful for the 

Congregation's support and prayers at this very important time for 

St. Michael's. 

 

 

Where does the Charity Food bread come from? 
  

The bakery is the Au Gourmand Bakery located behind Linton 

Court in Murieston Lane. They support the Food Sharing Scotland 

Organisation, which is a volunteer-led, community-based, food 

waste reduction project. 
 

Au Gourmand do not have any obligation to donate their bread 

and pastries but choose to do so to avoid good food going to 

waste. The bread is collected each Sunday at 10am. It went out 

of date at midnight on the Saturday night, hence it cannot be 

sold. Nevertheless, the bread and pastries are very tasty and 

beautifully presented.  
  

It continues to be popular at both St Martin's and St Michael's, 

and is feeding people who are very grateful to Au Gourmand for 

their generosity. 
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New Rector for St Martin’s 

 

The Vestry and congregation of St Martin’s are delighted to 

announce the appointment of the Reverend Yousouf Gooljary as 

their Rector. Yousouf, who was educated in London and is a 

graduate of Exeter University where he studied Physics, is currently 

a member of the Ministry Team at St Mark’s, Portobello. He has 

extensive experience as a lawyer, a teacher and a community 

worker and, after his ordination, took a BA Honours degree in 

Applied Ministerial Theology. He is a long-standing member of the 

Iona Community. A date for his induction as Rector has not yet 

been set and we hope that friends from St Michael’s will join us for 

that service.  

 

 
 

 

 

Life and Work  
 

“Life and Work” magazine keeps you informed about the church 

nationally and globally. If you would like to subscribe to the 

magazine speak to Fiona in the office by ringing 0131 478 9675. 

 

“Life and Work” is now also available as a digital edition for 

computer, tablet and smartphone: visit www.lifeandwork.org for 

regular news and exclusive features, find on Facebook and follow 

on Twitter@cofslifeandwork 

http://www.lifeandwork.org/
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Springwell Golden Voices Choir - Reflections and Invitations 
 

If you are ever around the church on a Thursday morning, you 

might have heard the dulcet sounds of the Springwell Golden 

Voices as we exercise our lungs and raise our voices in song.  The 

choir has been based at St Michael’s Church now for around 

twelve years.   We moved to St Michael’s when we realised that 

we were outgrowing our venue, and that we needed 

somewhere that was much more fit for our purpose.  You gladly 

welcomed us into your church family and have given us nothing 

but support ever since – so thank you all. 
 

This year is quite special for me, because I am amazed to realise 

that it is almost 20 years since I took over the conductor’s role in 

the autumn of 1998, and I have enjoyed every one of them.  It 

has always been a source of rather astonished delight to me to 

realise that the membership of the choir enjoy it as much as I do, 

so we are obviously doing something right!  I think the emphasis 

on laughter and friendship as much as music might have 

something to do with it. 
 

As I write this we are looking forward to taking part in your special 

Family Service and Barbecue coming up soon.  By way of 

returning the compliment, you might like to know that we too are 

having an “Open Event” to which you are all cordially invited.  
 

This will be a Springwell Taster Day on Thursday 21 June, at our 

normal rehearsal time of 10.30 to 12.30. It will be a combination of 

a coffee morning, with the usual lovely home baking, stalls, 

coffee, tea and chat, and the chance to listen to one or two 

songs from the choir, and even, if you wish, to join in yourself for a 

short 15 minute workshop. I hasten to add that the coffee and 

baking is the main event and nobody will be asked to do 

anything they don’t want to!  The cost of this is a mere £2 per 

head, to cover the catering. 
 

Look out for the information flyers and posters around the church.   

We would love to see you there. 
 

Margaret Grant, Springwell Golden Voices Choir 
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St Martin's 14th Community Art Exhibition 

 

We look forward to welcoming our friends from St Michael's to the 

Exhibition. It will display art and craft work by people who live, 

work or worship in the local community. If you are interested in 

exhibiting, please contact Lynn Dailly by emailing  

art.exhibition@stmartinsedinburgh.org.uk  

or by dropping a note round to St Martin's. 
 

Musicians from Dalry Primary School and Tynecastle High School 

will give a Concert at 3.30pm on Monday 27th August.  Admission 

to the Exhibition and to the Concert is free. 
 

The Exhibition will be open from 12 noon to 6pm, Monday 

27th August to Friday 31st August inclusive. A cafe will be serving 

drinks and homebakes. The Exhibition is also open on the morning 

of Saturday 1st September, when there will be a Coffee Morning 

with music from 10am-12.30pm. 

 

 

Scottish Christians against Nuclear Arms (SCANA). 
 

The annual Churches Witness for Peace Service was held outside 

the North Gate at Faslane Submarine Base on Saturday 26 May in 

glorious sunshine. The Moderator of the Church of Scotland, the 

Very Rev. Susan Brown, was present as were several other leaders 

of different denominations and a sizeable congregation. We 

learned there are approximately 195 independent countries in 

the world today only 9 of whom have nuclear weapons. A letter is 

to be sent to the Prime Minister, the Rt Hon Theresa May MP, in the 

prayerful hope that the UK will sign the Treaty for the Prohibition of 

Nuclear Weapons which was opened for signature at the UN on 

20 September 2017. Once ratified, this treaty will make the 

possession, use and threat of nuclear weapons illegal under 

international law. 122 governments so far have signed the treaty. 

A pledge was made by all present (which confirm's the Church of 

Scotland's long stated position)to continue to do our part to 

realise a world without Nuclear Weapons. The letter to the PM 

was signed by all present. 

mailto:art.exhibition@stmartinsedinburgh.org.uk
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St Michael’s Tent at this year’s Heart & Soul event in Princes Street 

Gardens West on Sunday 20th May. 

 

 

 

“G in the Park” 

 

This year local churches will once again be participating in “Gin 

the Park”: a fun day out for the whole family in Gorgie and Dalry 

area. 

  

The event takes place on Saturday, 23rd June. Look out for more 

information on noticeboards around the church in the coming 

weeks. 

 

http://www.heartandsoul.org.uk/home
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Ten thank you prayers from the Locum to God for: 

1. All the people who have supported prayers before the 

service, participated in leading worship, attended worship 

regularly, attended the Lent Bible Studies and the Christian 

Faith Series. 

2. All the people who provide and participate in refreshments 

and soup after the services, provide the Fair Trade stall, 

coffee mornings /breakfast and baking, and social events. 

3. All the people who keep our property, administration and 

finance in good order. 

4. All the people who have work diligently to sell the manse 

and bought a new one and generated a significant cash 

surplus from these transactions. 

5. All the people who visit our many members who cannot get 

to Church because of failing health. 

6. All the people of the nominating committee and the 

applicants. 

7. All the people who support St Michael’s with their unseen 

work and prayers. 

8. All the people who use our church halls and engender a 

sense of belonging, fun, and friendship. 

9. All the people who have kindly welcomed me into their 

homes or hospital ward. 

10. Jesus, our Lord and Saviour from sin and death, and the 

Holy Spirit who works through ordinary people to do 

remarkable things. 

 

Second Sunday Soup 
 

Second Sunday Soup will take place after the service on Sunday, 

10th June, break for the summer months and resume in 

September. When you are able, do stay and enjoy an extended 

time of fellowship with other church members. 
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Bethany Christian Trust Winter Care Shelter 

 

For the 28 weeks between October and April, the Care Shelter 

has supported 722 men and women who were faced with the 

crisis of rough sleeping. Providing a safe place to sleep, a hot 

meal and a range of support from experienced staff and 8 

partner agencies, the Care Shelter has prepared a total of 11,230 

meals and provided 8,260 bed spaces to people who are 

homeless in Edinburgh. On average, 43 people each night have 

used the Care Shelter. 

 

People who stay at the Care Shelter often remark how much they 

appreciate not only shelter from the elements, hot food and 

warmth but also the care shown.  One person commented: 

“Thank you for being there for me and making me feel like a 

human being. It felt good you always asking how I am, it feels 

good to know people still care.” 

 

 

Care Shelter Manager, Ruth Longmuir, commented:  

“The Care Shelter has an incredible amount of support from the 

churches in Edinburgh and the surrounding areas. We’re greatly 

indebted to over a thousand volunteers who have turned up 

night after night, worked hard in the kitchen and spent time 

chatting with our guests.  The staff team have also been brilliant; 

hard-working, caring and full of compassion. We aim to meet 

people’s immediate needs of food, warmth, shelter and 

compassionate care but also to assist people to move on from 

their homeless situation.  We’ve had regular visits by medical 

services, homeless services, agencies that provide support with 

housing and employment, solicitors and also City of Edinburgh 

Council housing officers.  They’ve all done tremendous work and 

we’ve seen lots of people get excellent assistance through 

connections they’ve made at the Care Shelter.” 
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St Michael’s Love in action 
 

A big “Thank you” for all your prayers, cards and visits during my 

two spells in hospital. 

 

Billy Miller. 

 

 

 

A huge “Thank You” to everyone in St Michael’s who supported 

Zoe and Millie when they took part in the 5km “Race for Life”.  
 

Millie walked the 5km in 53minutes and Zoe ran the distance in 

30minutes 32seconds! Between them they raised £208.00!  
 

Well done girls! 
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Highlights of life at St Michael’s for a locum from January to June 

2018: 

The welcome of people with warm hearts and generous spirits. 

 

Prayers before the service and the Lenten Bible Study Group 

 

The Holy Week Services and the ecumenical relationship with St 

Martin’s. 

 

The Christian Faith Series with 13 enthusiasts for understanding 

more about Jesus and the fact that 4 wish to become members 

of the Church of Scotland soon. 

 

The Elder’s led service on 29th April and the willingness of people 

to help lead worship, notably on 27th May when 6 members of the 

Christian Faith Group led the service. 

 

The love within the church family that is evident at coffee 

mornings and social evenings. 

 

The tenacity of the core leadership team who give total 

commitment to God and work hard for the future of St Michael’s. 

 

Getting to know some of the groups who use our halls. 

 

The joy of music played by Stuart on both organ and piano – how 

such music brings our sanctuary to life and nourishes my soul. 

 

The privilege of working with Fiona McMillan, our church 

administrator, a faithful servant to God and our Church family 

who is a caring administrator who is second to none. 

 

The joy of sharing in prayers and fellowship with so many of you. 
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The Friendship Club 
 

At their Annual General Meeting on 23rd April, Ray Lawrence 

stepped down as President of the group: one task of many in well 

over 50 years’ service to the congregation of St Michael’s, one 

which she faithfully embraced in her usual enthusiastic and 

cheerful manner.  

 

The Club is holding a “Summer Special” meeting at 2pm on 

Monday, 25th June to which all are invited, with the regular 

fortnightly meetings beginning again on Monday, 17th 

September. 

 

If you would like to know more about the group, do speak to Ruth 

Andrews the new president, Aileen Bottomley the treasurer or any 

other Friendship Club member. Better still, come along and join us 

at one of our meetings. 

 

 

Prayer Time 
 

Prayers before Sunday Services are held in the Annex (adjacent 

to the main hall) from 10.30 to 10.45. We have many in our church 

family who need our prayers. Please come and pray for them, 

silently or aloud. 
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StColm's @ St Michael’s Guild 
 

Recently a church member asked why the Guild use the phrase 

'Whose we are and Whom we Serve' and it made me realise that 

perhaps not all that much is known around the Church about the 

Guild. The Guild is a movement within the Church of 

Scotland which invites and encourages both women and men to 

commit their lives to Jesus Christ and enables them to express 

their faith in worship, prayer and action. The Guild motto 'Whose 

we are and Whom we Serve' is taken from Acts Chapter 27 v 23 

when the apostle Paul, on a ship with men afraid of being 

abandoned, told them that he had been visited by  an angel of 

the God - whose I am and whom I serve. This angel renewed his 

courage in his determination to confront Caesar.  Because of this 

Paul was able to calm and bring hope to his men. 
 

Each meeting of the Guild here in St Michael’s begins with a small 

act of worship, be it a reflection or reading, followed by prayer 

and a collection is taken. Usually we have speakers on many 

different topics. Action undertaken by all guilds usually involves 

supporting their Church be it in worship, care, social activities or 

financially.  A major part of action is in supporting Guild projects: 

over the last 3 years the 6 projects which Guilds all over the 

country contributed to has amounted to £725,110! An amazing 

amount of money raised, but most importantly it is the way the 

Guild has taken challenging issues to the heart of the Guild and 

the wider Church. We at St Michael’s over the three years heard 

about and supported Street Pastors in Scotland, Female Genital 

Mutilation in Kenya, and building a community church/school 

etc in Haiti. At the Big Sing event at the Assembly we heard from 

speakers representing all of those projects including a pastor from 

Haiti who now has 300 children receiving education in the 

community school the Guilds help build. 
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As we go forward into a 3 year  strategy of   'One journey many 

Roads', 6 new projects have been announced and the Guild 

here is to meet on 29th May to decide which project it will 

support in 2018/19. The 6 projects are; the Boys Brigade to help 

develop IT skills, Journeying Together, a World Mission project to 

help teenage mothers in Zambia, Malawi Fruits to help young 

people to farm cash crops, Seema's project, to help protect 

street children in Pune, India, Join up the Dots, in partnership with 

CrossReach to tackle loneliness, The Sailors' Society, aspiring to 

place a chaplain in every port in Scotland. These are just rough 

outlines of the projects and most of them tie in with Scotland's 

Year of Young People. These projects show that the Guild looks 

both inward to Church and home and also outward on our world. 

 

Our new session begins on Wednesday 12 September at 2pm: 

note the change of day and time.  Following a vote taken on 

timings etc at our AGM, we are now to meet in the afternoon.  

This year the capitation fees paid directly to Guild Office at 121 

George Street to help run the Guild office and produce resources 

will be £12 per member. The syllabus is being prepared with the 

theme for 2018/19  being 'Seeking the Way' and, in the words of 

our General Secretary, Iain Whyte, we look forward to exploring 

how the Guild, locally, regionally and nationally can continue to 

do great things in the name of 'Whose we are and Whom we 

serve' 

 

The Guild wish all a happy, relaxing and warm Summertime. 

 

Fay Anderson 

Co-convener Guild 
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Food for Thought on the Future of St Michael’s 

The purpose of this short article is to fuel the on-going discussion 

about the future of St Michael’s that some of you are having in 

preparation for the arrival of a new minister. 
 

Many of us are aware that it will take much more than the 

appointment of a full-time minister to secure the long term future 

of St Michael’s, and he or she will need the support of everyone 

and other paid workers, a children’s and family worker for 

example. 
 

The fact that about 30 stalwarts supported by another 25 faithful 

weekly worshipers are doing all they can through prayer, worship, 

fellowship and helping one another gives us hope that St 

Michael’s can grow again numerically. But such faithful people 

cannot continue such levels of energy and commitment 

indefinitely. St Michael’s survival is a race against time! 
 

The people who have recently shared the Christian Faith Series 

gives us hope for the future but we need many more new 

members and leaders. How do we find them? 
 

The high number of users of the halls (over 200 a week of all ages 

during peak weeks) provide divine opportunities to build 

relationships. How do we connect with our hall users? 
 

If the new minister and the leadership team can make long-term 

relationships with the hall users and our immediate neighbours 

including the students who are in local residence, then the long 

term future for St Michael’s will be assured. 
 

Let us consider having just one simple vision statement for the 

future:  
 

To encourage new members 

Our Gracious God will never abandon us, whilst we seek his help 

and discern his ways through prayer, bible readings, and worship. 

 

Martin Pearce, Locum,   
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Church House Chatter 
 

Yet another General Assembly of the Church of Scotland has 

reported the continuing decline in The Kirk’s membership. Many 

creative ideas are being put forward on how to encourage 

people back in to our churches as well as the usual cries of the 

need to remove pews, “ditch” the organ for a praise band, 

having a “more accessible” translation of the bible, the list goes 

on.  
 

One thing is certain; we can no longer sit by waiting for folk to 

walk in to our churches on a Sunday morning. For the majority of 

non-church goers the building, its layout, the language used 

during the service, the responses, the hymns and music, all are 

totally alien to them. Add in to this mix, the fact that the timing of 

services doesn’t fit in with the demands of family life and even we 

who sit in the pews can seem intimidating!  
 

So I believe the church today has to encourage its members – 

that’s you and me – to be equipped and have the confidence to 

share our personal faith story. It was eyewitness accounts from the 

women who went to the tomb that first Easter morning and the 

testimony of the disciples that established and helped grow the 

early church. Personal stories shared with those they lived with, 

worked alongside or met when out and about. 
 

Generally when we hear good news, as was the case with me on 

the recent birth of my grandson, we can’t wait to share it with the 

world. Sadly very few of us show that same excitement and 

urgency when it comes to sharing our faith. Not many of us are 

skilled orators with a spectacular Road to Damascus experience 

to share, but each of us does have a unique, amazing story of 

how God is working in our lives. I pray we all will grow in 

confidence to, as the old hymn writer says, “sing the wondrous 

story, of the Christ who died for me”. 

 

Fiona  
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Music on Sundays at St. Michael’s 

played by Stuart Montgomery on organ and piano 

 

SUNDAY 3rd JUNE 

We welcome Golden Voices Choir  

Music for piano prior to the service includes (time permitting) 

          F. Schubert: The Trout, G.F. Handel: Lascia ch'io Pianga, Styne / Merrill: 

People, 

                              S. Rachmaninoff: Variation no. 18 on a theme of Paganini,  

                                 S. Baynes: Destiny Waltz, J. Pearson: Sleepy  Shores 

(Reflection): J.S. Bach: Air in D Major, played by Andrew Farrell (guitar) 

(Recessional): J.S. Bach: Toccata in D minor (BWV 565) 

 

At 12.30 a short recital of music for Organ and Piano 

G.F. Handel: Organ Concerto in B flat Major (opus 4 no 6 'Harp') 

                                        (Allegro - Larghetto - Allegro) 

 

F. Chopin: Nocturne in E flat Major for piano (opus 9 no 2) 

  

A Tribute to Mario Lanza:  

Stuart Montgomery's piano medley of songs by the great tenor: 

I'll Walk with God - Oh Sole Mio - If I loved you –  

Be my love - Because 

  

H. Mulet: Carillon Sortie, pour Orgue 

  

SUNDAY 10th  JUNE 

T. Albinoni / R. Giazotto: Adagio in G minor 

G. F. Handel: Organ Concerto no. 1 in G minor (Opus 4 no. 1 ‘King George’) 

(Reflection): E. Satie: Gnossienne no. 3  

(Offering): F. Schubert: Spring 

(Recessional): H. Mulet: Carillon Sortie. 

 

SUNDAY 17th JUNE  

G. F. Handel: Organ Concerto no. 15 (HWV 304 ‘Mayfair’) 

Stuart’s Hymn Tune Medley no. 3 

(Reflection): S. Wonder: The Sunshine of... 

(Offering): ): R. Binge: Sailing by 

(Recessional): H. Mulet: Tu es Petra 

 

SUNDAY 24th JUNE 

We welcome Una Croll to play the organ and piano 
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What’s on in St Michael’s? 
 

Sunday 10.30 am  Prayers in the Annex 

 11.00 am Morning Worship 

 

Tea is served in the hall after Morning Worship and Soup Lunch is served 

after the morning service on the Second Sunday of every month. 

 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated on the last Sunday in January, March, June 

and October. 
 

Monday  10.00 am Mothers and Toddlers Group 

       2.00 pm Friendship Club  
   

Tuesday  10.00 am Mother and Toddlers Group 

      7.00 pm St Colm's@StMichael’s Guild 
 

Wednesday   5.00 pm Rainbows 

     6.15 pm Brownies 
 

Thursday  10.00 am Springwell Golden Voices 

       2.00 pm I.O.M 
 

Friday    5.15 pm Beavers  

  6.00 pm  Cubs 

  7.20pm Scouts 
 

Saturday  10.30 am Young Ones 

   10.30am Coffee Morning (First of the month) 
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