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Dear Friends,
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. (Isaiah 9:2)
Light surrounds us at Advent. During worship at St. Michael’s the glow of
candles fills the windows, and the Advent candles count the weeks until
Christmas. Throughout the season the star shines from the top of the tower
as a visual symbol of the Christmas message.
These lights pierce the dark winter to offer the world a sign of safety and
warmth, and they brighten up the drab nights with a beautiful glow. We
might also see them as symbols of hope reminding us that no matter what
is happening in the world or our lives, there is a light that shines in the
darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus is described as light, ‘in him was life,
and the life was the light of men’ (John 1:4). This light is illuminated by his
message of love, peace and merciful justice. Anyone who has lived for
any time in this world knows that darkness is always close by, and shadows
lurk. But, dark places and shadows do not have to dominate our lives.
Jesus asks us to believe that life should never be defined by its darkest
moments or its most frightening times. Love for other people, and being
loved by other people illuminates even the greatest tragedy with hope
that our lives are not pointless, and that they have not been wasted. Jesus
asks us to believe that peaceful living brightens our sense of self-worth,
whereas anger and aggression darken our judgement. Jesus asks us to
believe that while justice is vital in any community, nevertheless when we
know we have done wrong then mercy is the light at the end of the tunnel
of shame and retribution.
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This Advent, as you wait to hear the Christmas story, sing the Christmas
carols, and open the Christmas gifts, where will light penetrate your life to
help you feel safe, to help you feel warm, and to help you experience
beauty? I pray that the people you meet at St. Michael's over the coming
month will help you to feel the warm glow of love. I pray that the worship
you experience at St. Michael's will brighten your lives with peace. I pray
that the building of St. Michael's over this Advent and Christmas help you
to see beauty - a merciful relief amidst the judgement of the market that
the festive season is nothing more than a time of shopping and commerce.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness shall not overcome it.
(John 1:5)
Merry Christmas and a happy New Year,
James

Church Family
Deaths
Betty Manson, 15 Moat Street, Edinburgh, on the 18th September 2016
Baptisms
Brodie McKenzie on the 16th of October
Freddie Sommerville on the 20th of November
Harry O'Donnell on the 27th of November

Write for Rights
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Every year St Michael’s becomes involved in the Amnesty International’s
Write for Rights campaign, sending messages of support to people around
the world who have suffered injustice. Sunday 4th December is our Sign-In
Day.
We do this because it works; four of last year’s cases saw four victims of
injustice freed from prison, including Albert Woodfox released from prison in
the USA on his 69th birthday, 19th February, after 44 years’ incarceration.
This year we are concentrating on eight cases throughout the world
including one in the United Kingdom. Amnesty International is critical of the
response by the United Kingdom government to the world-wide refugee
crisis. Another, perhaps familiar to you from the media, is highlighted
below.
British-Iranian charity worker Nazanin Zachary-Ratcliffe was arrested in April
at Tehran’s Imam Khomeini Airport. She was about to fly home to the U.K.
with her two-year-old daughter, Gabriella, following a family visit. Nazanin
was allowed to leave Gabriella with her parents, but the child’s British
passport was confiscated.
Since then Nazanin has been allowed only very restricted visits from her
family, been subjected to solitary confinement, and accused of plotting
the ‘soft overthrow of the Islamic Republic’. She may have been coerced
into making a ‘confession’.
Nazanin’s family say she was sentenced to five years in prison on
unspecified ‘national-security-related charges’ on the 6th of September.
Amnesty does not believe she received a fair trial.
Please send a card to:
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe,
Evin Prison
District 2
Behesht St.
Tehran,
Iran
5

It isn’t known if Nazanin will be allowed to receive cards, but her family has
asked us to send them.
Salutation: Dear Nazanin
Suggested wording: “You are not alone in your struggle. I am thinking of
you and fighting for your release."
You can send a religious or non-religious card to Nazanin and can include
your name and address.

CHRISTMAS FAIR
The Christmas Fair on the 26th of November raised over £1,860 for church
funds, but that wasn't the most important thing. It was as always wellattended and great fun. The raffle was drawn and there winners of the
'guess the number of sweeties in the jar competition' and the Christmas
Quiz. Congratulations to everyone who won.
The Fair doesn't just happen of course; it comes about through a huge
amount of hard work and the generosity of many donations. Thank you to
everyone who laboured for weeks to make it such a success and an
enjoyment, and everyone who made so many generous donations.

Second Sunday Soup
Join with friends, old and new, after the morning service for a hearty bowl
of soup and unbeatable fellowship on Sundays 11th December, 8th January
and 12th February.

Coffee Mornings
Coffee Mornings will be held on Saturday 4th February and 4th March.
Come along to sample some home-baking, enjoy a bacon roll - you may
even be lucky at the bottle stall.
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St.Colms@St.Michaels Guild
The Guild began the Session in September with 30 members. The theme this
year is 'go in joy' and we have incorporated this theme into our talks and
social evening held during national Guild Week. We have heard from
David Warnes about his travels in Russia and Mark Foster and his wife
Joanne entertained and informed us about their travels in Israel entitled
“from the sublime to the ridiculous”. We had a joyous evening
exploring the concept of joy with our Minister. All of our meetings have
been well attended and well received.
One of the highlights of the Session was the Guild and Church hosting
the photographic exhibition to celebrate the 175th Anniversary of the
Edinburgh Medical Missionary Society (EMMS) and to hear its Church
Development Manager, the Rev James Petticrew, preach on the Sunday
of the exhibition. I am sure that we are now more aware of the
wonderful work carried out by EMMS in places like Malawi, India and
Nepal. EMMS is based in the district here and although an international
organisation the Guild considers this not only a worldwide venture but also
a local community outreach.
This year we are supporting the Feed The Minds project to help empower
women and girls in Kenya to fight the horrendous practice of female
genital mutilation (FGM). We were privileged to hear from Josephine
Carlsson, director of feed the minds, at our meeting in November when she
told us about the work they are doing, mainly in the Kuria district of
Kenya, to engage the whole community in activities that raise awareness,
share activities and drive positive social action. The World Health
Organisation estimate that over 125 million girls and women across 29
countries, including Scotland, have gone through this procedure. This
practice has no medical benefit whatsoever, indeed it has a severely
detrimental effect on women often leading to multiple problems and even
death. The Guild has never shied away from difficult problems and we are
proud to contribute through action and prayers to this cause - on the
evening of the talk we raised over £100 at a bring and buy table for this
project.
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A few of St Colm’s@StMichael’s Guild with Josephene Carlsson
We now look to 'go in joy' into part 2 of the session beginning on
10th January when another full programme awaits us. A warm welcome
awaits those who attend our meetings, either as a member or a visitor. The
Guild wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and a Joyous New Year.
For many here and in the wider world the concept of joy must seem
difficult or even impossible in these uncertain times of political instability,
of tension and of acts of war especially in Syria. However the Guild
movement, secure in the knowledge of God's love for all people, hopes to
spread the 'Joy' in the projects it supports, in the fellowship it offers to all
and in the part it plays in the Church here and abroad. Whose we are and
whom we serve.
Fay Anderson, co-convener,
stcolms@stmichaelsguild

Ahoy All Wool Workers
8

We have four people working on the twiddle muffs at the moment, they
are all very nice. You may have seen them at the Christmas Fair, we
thought that you may have someone who has cold hands while sitting at
home and these are just the thing to slip your hands into to keep cosy. If
they did not sell we will be giving them to a Care Home as originally
planned.
I am handing knitted hats into my local church to go into Shoebox
Christmas boxes and I have some blankets to go to Neonatal Unit at the
Royal Infirmary for the premature babies.
Since starting my article I have been at the Neo-Natal Clinic delivering
baby blankets and hats.
I was speaking to a nurse, asking if there was anything that they needed.
She said that they are short of cardigans. We looked at some she had and
it would appear they should be about 16" chest with V neck and pastel
colours would be nice. They can be plain or with pattern. If you can help it
would be great.
Thanks once more to all the hard workers.
Irene Herd

World Day of Prayer (WDP)
The WDP Service in 2017 will be held here in St Michael’s on Friday 3rd
March 2017 at 2pm. The Service has been written by the Christian women
of Indonesia with the theme 'Am I Being Unfair to You'. WDP preparatory
and study days are being held at 10.30am at 121 George Street on the
following dates - Preparatory day - 13th January 2017, prayer study days 10th February with Alistair Cameron from the Society of Friends, 17th
February 2017 with the Rev Wm Brown, Church of Scotland. All are
welcome to attend these meetings.
Fay Anderson
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Advent Services
Amnesty International Sign-in Service
Sunday, 4th December, 11:00am
Sign cards of hope for those in prison without trial or justice
around the world.

Gift Service
Sunday, 11th December, 11:00am
Bring a gift of peace for children who have a parent in prison
over Christmas.

Cookers for Christmas
Second Sunday Soup, 11th December, 12:00
Give a donation of love to help those who were homeless set up
a home at Christmas time.

Nativity Service
Sunday, 18th December, 11:00am
Come and watch the Christmas story of the birth of hope, love
and peace.

All Welcome
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Christmas Services
Christmas Carols & Songs
Wednesday, 14th December, 7:00pm

Nativity Service
Sunday, 18th December, 11:00am

The Christmas Story for Young Families
Christmas Eve, 5:00pm - 5:30pm

Candlelit Watchnight Service
Christmas Eve, 11:30pm

Christmas Communion
Christmas Day, 11:00am

Nine Lessons and Carols
Sunday, 1st January, 11:00am

ALL WELCOME
Fabric & Finance 2016
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Well, here we are at the end of another very busy year for St. Michael’s
Fabric & Finance team.
As with many stunning ‘A’ Listed buildings, the repairs and maintenance of
St Michael’s never seem to end and the Fabric committee work tirelessly to
keep on top of it all. The following are the larger repairs already carried out
on the building in 2016:
•
•
•
•
•

Fire Alarm System
Church and Hall Lighting
Annual Maintenance of Church Boiler
Skylight Repair in Upper Hall
Plumbing Repairs

£7,200
£2,000
£1,000
£610
£275

We also replaced the gas boilers which heat the lower and upper halls at a
cost of almost £8,000, however we were blessed with a very generous
donation to cover this cost.
As I said, the work is never ending, and the following work will be carried
out early in the New Year:
• Eradicate wet rot in the annexe at a cost in excess of £6,000.
• Revamp the disabled toilet - lowering the ceiling, replacing the
flooring and decorating costing £1,300.
• Fixed Wire Inspection – cost unknown.
• We are also looking at the security around the outside of the building
and are actively working to install sensor lights and erect a secure
fence at the top of the driveway to discourage people using the
path at the back of the church as a short cut to Harrison Road.
• We recently had a Fire Safety Audit and it recommended that we
replace some of the internal doors to comply with Fire Safety this cost
will be in the region of £2,500.
St. Michael’s has an obligation to maintain its Manse and in 2016 the
following work was carried out:
• Roof Repairs
£2,370
• External Paintwork
£1,560
• Interior repairs
£1,060
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In 2017 is it hoped we can replace the very old and tired kitchen and we
also have to replace the copula – two very large but essential pieces of
work.
All of the above has been, or will be, paid out of our Restoration Fund. The
Restoration Fund exists thanks to legacies received over a number of years.
Report on the General Fund
The day to day running of St. Michael’s is dealt with through our General
Fund. Your weekly offering is used to pay for heat and light, cleaning,
salaries, Ministry Costs (to the Church of Scotland) and all the other
expenditure to keep our church open.
On average to takes around £1,800 per week to run the church.
Unfortunately, this year our average weekly income is around £1,300 which
is a short fall of £500 per week.
At the start of this year we sent out letters encouraging members to
increase their giving to St. Michael’s and on behalf of the Kirk Session and
Congregational Board, I would like to thank all members for their
contributions and in particular those who increased their giving.
Shortly you will receive your offering envelopes for 2017. If you do not
receive a set, please contact me. If you are unable to come to church on
a regular basis, why not donate via our bank account see details below:
Bank of Scotland
Dalry Road Branch
1 Ardmillan Terrace
Edinburgh
Account Name:
Account number:
Sort Code:

St. Michael’s Parish Church
00419030
80 02 28

Moira Gray
Treasurer
Moira_gray@blueyonder.co.uk
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Fresh Start Cookers for Christmas Appeal 2016
“Think for a moment about Christmas – what does it mean to you? For
many it is the celebration of the birth of Christ, spending time with family
and a time to exchange gifts. It is a time when we wish each other a
‘Merry Christmas’, cards and television present a picture of happy families,
lots of presents and food and everyone having a good time.”
But Christmas does not mean that for everybody, especially those who
have experienced homelessness. For those families and individuals,
Christmas can be a time of dread. Many are trying to find their feet and
have little money to spare. For those with no cooker. How will they even
make a pot of home-made soup?
At St Michaels we would once again ask you to support this Fresh Start
appeal. A small donation will help to refurbish a cooker and will make a
real difference to someone’s Christmas.
You can give by coming to the second Sunday Soup lunch on the 11th of
December, going on line at:
campaign.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/freshstartedinburgh/cookers
2016
or by putting your donation in an envelope and either giving it to us or by
placing it in the offering plate. If you are able to gift aid then please do.
Envelopes are provided at the back of the church.
Here is a sample of what Fresh Start has done in the past year with the
support of volunteers and people like ourselves in relation to the starter
packs:
• Number of starter packs 10,558
• Number of white goods/cookers appliances distributes 192
• % who said the Starter Packs helped them settle in their new homes
95%
• % of recipients who said they would have had to go without or incur
debt to buy essential items if they had not had starter packs 76%

14

Debbie’s story
Debbie was in a homeless hostel as a teenager and using drugs. She went
through a rehabilitation programme, but she was left with anxiety
problems, she struggled to overcome. When she started coming to the
Fresh Start cooking classes she was timid and anxious about meeting
people. But she persevered, completed the course and began to come
along to the drop in sessions. She now really enjoys cooking and finds it
helps to relax her. Her achievements are an inspiration and she continues
to build on her cooking skills and is now widening her horizons. While not
quite ready for work, she is moving forward all the time. ‘I thought my life
was over before it begun, I’ve found I can cook and I’m good at it. I want
to look forward.’ Debbie.
As St Michaels Fresh Start co-ordinators we would like to say a massive
thank to everyone who has donated goods, money or time to Fresh Start.
Every appeal is responded to so please keep up the good and generous
spirit.
Merry Christmas and all the best for 2017
Alasdair and Babs Webster
0131 441 1328 or email babs.webster@hotmail.co.uk

The Tower
The Next issue of “The Tower”, covering March, April and May will be ready
for distribution on Sunday, March 2017. If you have something you would
like to share through the Tower please send it in by letter, leave a note in
the box marked “items for Fiona” which lies at the back of the church, email office@stmichaels-kirk.co.uk or ring me, Fiona on 0131 478 9675 by
Friday 20th February.
If you would like to join the team who deliver the magazine, call Fiona in
the office on 0131 478 9675.
If you would like to receive your copy of the magazine in electronic form,
e-mail Fiona in the office to notify your request and give details of your email address.
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Church House Chatter
This year there have been many wonderful displays of the aurora borealis
in the skies over the UK. Normally the far north of Scotland is the best place
to see this amazing display of lights, but in March people as far south as
Oxfordshire were witness to the powerful display of dancing lights. More
recently in mid-November we witnessed a “Super Moon”, when, during its
orbit, the full moon was closest to the earth giving the appearance of
being 14% bigger and 30% brighter than average.
If we, surrounded by our wealth of technology and information can still be
held in wonder and awe by the many and varied phenomenon in our
skies, how much more affected were our ancestors by similar events in their
day? As we begin to think of the Christmas story, it should be of no surprise
that at Christ’s birth “bright stars” appeared in the sky: above the
shepherds in the fields, King Herod in his palace and lead “Wise Men from
afar” to the lowly stable in Bethlehem.
Driving along the Western Approach Road the other day a tingle of
excitement ran through me as I spotted the star on top of St Michael’s
tower. Strategically placed, during advent, its light shines out in the area as
a beacon of hope and joy. It anticipates the celebration of Jesus’ birth,
pointing and guiding observers to one of the places where, today, folk can
go to meet and worship the baby King for themselves.
As the stars of old sent tingles of excitement through those who saw them,
let us pray that St Michael’s new star will, for many years to come, continue
to generate similar feelings to all who look on it.
Wishing you all a joyful Christmas and peaceful New Year,
Fiona MacMillan
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"I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it
abundantly."(John 10:10)
The evening service on the last Sunday of the month at 6:30pm is held in St.
Michael's, and in partnership with St. Martin's of Tours Episcopal Church on
Dalry Road.
Worship is ecumenical, lasts approximately 30 minutes, and reflects on
those themes within the Christian faith that offer us life in abundance.
The services, including communion on the months when it is celebrated,
are open to everyone to attend. Members of the clergy from both
congregations lead the service.
More information about both congregations can be found at:
http://www.stmichaels-kirk.co.uk
http://stmartinsedinburgh.org.uk

SERVICES IN 2016/2017
(all at 6:30pm)
Sunday 29th January

Celebrating... Unity (with communion)

Sunday 26th February

Celebrating... Love

Sunday 26th March

Celebrating... Healing

Sunday 30th April

Celebrating... New Life

Sunday 28th May

Celebrating... Justice

Sunday 25th June

Celebrating... Community (with communion)
17

Wanted
When members of the Fabric Committee recently surveyed the disabled
toilet note was taken of the condition of the wheelchair, stored there in
case of emergencies. It was in such a poor, unsafe state that it had to be
thrown out!
Do you have, or know of, a wheelchair that is looking for a good home
and which might be donated to St Michael’s?
If you are able to help the Congregational Board source a new wheelchair
please contact Linda Addison, Clerk to the Board on 07947345892 or
lmaddison@hotmail.co.uk

Life and Work
“Life and Work” magazine keeps you informed about the church nationally
and globally. If you would like to subscribe to the magazine speak to Fiona
in the office – 0131 478 9675

Highly Recommended
Earlier this year the woodwork on the outside of St Michael’s manse was
repainted. The Congregational Board engaged “Borthwick Decorators”, a
family business run by David Borthwick and his son. An excellent job was
done at a reasonable price and the Board would have no hesitation in
recommending the company to others looking for a painter. They can be
contacted on 0800 772 3973 or visit their website
http://www.borthwickdecorators.co.uk
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Music at St. Michael’s
for Sunday services
played by Stuart Montgomery
Organ & Piano

DECEMBER 2016
Sunday 4 th December
L. Boellmann: Suite Gothique (1 st , 2 nd & 3 rd movs.)
M.A. Charpentier: Prelude, from Te Deum
(Reflection): J.S. Bach: Now awake we hear a voice cry
(Offering): J.S. Bach: Aria, Sheep may Safely Graze
(Recessional): H. Chappell: Songs of Praise

Sunday 11th December
G.F. Handel; Concerto in F Major (opus 4 no. 5)
(Reflection): The Rocking Carol
(Offering): F. Mendelssohn; Aria, Oh Rest in the Lord
(Recessional): J. Rutter: Toccata in Seven

Sunday 18 st December (Nativity)
P. Fletcher; Festival Toccata
E. Morricone; Chi Mai
The Little Road to Bethlehem, by Michael Head
(Reflection): Chestnuts Roasting
(Offering): Ding dong merrily on high
(Recessional): A. Charpentier: Prelude ‘Te Deum’

Christmas Eve 11.30pm
P. Fletcher; Festival Toccata
G. Faure; Pie Jesu
C. Widor: Toccata

Christmas Day 11am
H. Blake; Walking in the Air (from the film The Snowman)
A.L. Webber; Pie Jesu
The Rocking Carol
G. Oldroyd; This Endris Night
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What’s on in St Michael’s?
Sunday

10.20 am
11.00 am
6.30pm

Choir Practice
Morning Worship
Blast Off!
Evening Service
(Last Sunday of the month)

Tea is served in the hall after Morning Worship
A Soup Lunch is served after the morning service on the Second Sunday of
every month.
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at both services on the last Sunday in
January, March, June and October and also during the service on Easter
Sunday and Christmas Day.
Monday

10.00 am Mothers and Toddlers Group
2.00 pm Friendship Club

Tuesday

10.00 am Mother and Toddlers Group
7.00 pm St Colm's@StMichael’s Guild

Wednesday

5.00 pm
6.15 pm

Thursday

10.00 am Springwell Golden Voices
2.00 pm I.O.M

Friday

Saturday

Rainbows
Brownies

5.15 pm Beavers
6.00 pm Cubs
7.20pm Scouts
10.30 am Young Ones
10.30am Coffee Morning (First of the month)

Edinburgh: St Michael’s Parish Church of Scotland
1 Slateford Road, Edinburgh EH11 1NX
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E-mail: office@stmichaels-kirk.co.uk
Website:http://www.stmichaels-kirk.co.uk

Telephone: 0131 478 9675

Scottish Registered Charity no: SC 009038
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