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Thank you again from the Locum
I thought my time as locum would have been over by now but I
will continue to serve as Locum until the autumn. God willing, we
will know the name of the sole nominee in September, hear him
or her preach, and enjoy the service of induction of the minister
of St Michael’s in October. The nominating committee have
continued to work diligently to identify the right minister for St
Michael’s and hopefully there will be good news soon.
In the meantime, as a church family we continue to worship God
as faithfully as we can. About 50 people have worshipped
throughout the summer months and after a break from social and
spiritual activities we have arranged an exciting start to the new
session.
The second Christian Faith series will run for 5 Thursdays starting on
30th August to encourage people in their faith and to help those
who wish to become members of the Church of Scotland. Details
are shown in this magazine.
In trying to be outward looking we have 3 “Look at Life” one-hour
presentations and discussions dealing with topical issues from a
Christian Faith perspective. Details are shown under “What’s on in
September at St Michael’s.”
Our worship will include a Family Service on 2nd September, when
again we encourage friends, neighbours and hall users to join us
in worship and for a tasty lunch. On 30th September, we will have
the Harvest Festival – a traditional service where we thank God
for all that he provides for us through our bountiful earth, and
through the labour of many around the world.
Hence there is much to look forward to in the coming months as
well as the induction of a new minister.
Looking further into the future, we pray that our sanctuary will
always be a place where people worship God with joy and find
inner peace and fellowship. We continue to pray that we can
3

reconnect with the missing generation and encourage them to
come to faith……and there are many other hopes for the future
of our church family that many of us share.
I pray therefore to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than
all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work
within us.
I thank God for all of you and all the help and joy you have given
me during my time as locum.
Every blessing,
Martin (Locum January 2018 to September 2018)
Bible Verse: 1 John 4:9-11 God Is Love
And God showed his love for us by sending his only Son into the
world, so that we might have life through him. This is what love is:
it is not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his
Son to be the means by which our sins are forgiven. Dear friends,
if this is how God loved us, then we should love one another.

Life and Work
“Life and Work” magazine keeps you informed about what the
church is doing nationally and globally. If you would like to
subscribe to the magazine speak to Fiona in the office by ringing
0131 478 9675.
“Life and Work” is now also available as a digital edition for
computer, tablet and smartphone: visit www.lifeandwork.org for
regular news and exclusive features, find on Facebook and follow
on Twitter@cofslifeandwork
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Prayers for the future:
 We pray that our gracious God will appoint the right minister
to grow the church family and encourage new members.
 We pray that the Spirit of God will give strength to all those in
leadership positions who continue to keep St Michael’s
property, finance and administration in good order.
 We pray that the spirit of God will enable many who are far
from well to get to church from time to time and find peace.
We also pray for those too frail to come to church that they
will be visited by the faithful.
 We pray that through the example and teachings of our Lord
Jesus that people of all ages will come to faith in significant
numbers.
 We pray that our hall user groups will continue to flourish and
we will get to know one another and support one another.
 We pray that all will experience love, joy and peace as they
worship at St Michael’s and know that there is only one God:
the God of love and forgiveness who offers us salvation and,
new life in this life, and in the life to come.
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Nominating Committee News
The Committee is hearing 5 Applicants preaching during the
summer months and will be discussing our considerations in midSeptember.
Allan Gordon, Convener
One Year On
Billy Miller sent in the following which he read in “Kirk Quair”, St
Andrew’s in the Grange Church of Scotland, Guernsey’s
magazine. It too has a vacancy. The poem was written by the
Convenor of their Nominating committee.
Another day older and deeper in debt,
The words of the song used to say.
One year on and no Minister yet?
Is what I seem to hear each day.
We know you’re concerned, but please don’t ask
Because our instructions are not to tell.
And it’s already a sufficiently challenging task
Without having to respond to questions as well.
Please be assured that we are doing our best
To find the right person - no less will do.
To accept just anyone would be much less of a test
Bur good possibilities are relatively few.
If something is worth having, I used to be told,
It’s also worth waiting for too.
So please just be patient, if I may make so bold
As to offer the same advice to you.
We will give you an update as soon as we can.
We’ll be delighted to give you good news.
But until we identify the right woman or man
Please can we ask –no questions for now from the pews.
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Our New Manse

13 Dovecot Park, Edinburgh, EH14 2LN

Symphonic Praise - Mission Hall Edition (Edinburgh)
The stunning surroundings of St Mary's Episcopal cathedral,
Palmerston Place, is the venue to a symphonic concert of praise
and worship which will include praises from Billy Graham
Crusades. The event begins at 8pm on Sunday 30th
September. Admission is free but there will be a collection taken
during the evening. Tickets must be booked in advance by
ringing 0131 208 0095 or through
www.originscotland.org/boxoffice/index.php?eventID=2904
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What’s On at St Michael’s in September 2018.
Services at St Michael’s are a chance for us to worship God at
the start of a new session and invite our friends and families to
church. All are welcome.
St Michael’s cathedral style sanctuary offers peace and time of
reflection.
The church family offers a warm welcome and fellowship.
Services offer:
A time for music, singing and prayer.
A time to listen to God’s word.
A time for forgiveness and a time to be at home with God.
A time for peace and joy in the presence of the love of God.
A time to come into the family of God.
Services at St Michael’s for September 2018
2nd September:
9th September:
16th September:
23rd September:
30th September:
30th September:

Family Service at 11am
Morning worship at 11am
Morning worship at 11am
Morning worship at 11am
Harvest Festival at 11am
Ecumenical worship with St Martin’s
congregation at 6.30pm at St Michael’s

The Look at Life Series of 3 presentations and discussions led by
members of our church family and guest presenters is a chance
to consider the Christian perspective on some of the everyday
challenges that many of us or our loved ones face at some time.
The details are below. Meetings are held in the Hall. All are
warmly welcome
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Saturday 15th September 12 noon to 1pm - Look at Life 1:
Meeting the challenges of our retirement years: ageing and
health issues, financial matters, loneliness, and faith –
Coffee Morning from 10.30am
Saturday 22nd September 6pm to 7pm – Look at Life 2:
Handling relationships: the impact of alcohol, smoking, drugs,
debt, jobs, and health on relationships –
Refreshments from 5.30pm.
Saturday 29th September 6pm to 7pm – Look at Life 3:
Jesus the Evidence Afternoon tea from 5.30pm
The Christian Faith: What do Christians believe?
Coffee, Cake and Chat: Bible Study into what exactly do
Christians believe?
Bible readings from the Alpha Course, and Coming Alive and the
questions arising.
What are the 5 vows that people make when becoming
Christians in the Church of Scotland? Do you remember them?
What questions do you have about the Christian Faith?
Discussions on Thursdays at 7.30pm to 8.30pm in the Church
Annex (entrance through Church Office door)
6th, 13th 20th & 27th September – each week is a stand-alone
discussion with bible readings.
All are welcome, of all faiths and none.
Martin Pearce, Locum St Michael's Parish Church
mob 07913 625 394
email: martin.j.pearce@blueyonder.co.uk
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From the Mouths of Babes
A little girl was sitting on her grandfather’s lap as he read her a
bedtime story. From time to time, she would take her eyes off the
book and reach up to touch his wrinkled cheek. She was
alternately stroking her own cheek, then his again. Finally she
spoke up, “Grandpa, did God make you?”
“Yes, sweetheart,” he answered, “God made me a long time
ago.”
“Oh,” she paused, “Grandpa, did God make me too?”
“Yes, indeed, honey,” he said, “God made you just a little while
ago.”
Feeling their respective faces again, she observed
“God’s getting better at it, isn’t he?”
The Friendship Club
The Club resumes at 2pm on Monday 17th September when
Locum, Martin Pearce will give a talk, “A Look at Life”.
Meetings will be held on:
September 17th Opening Meeting
October

1st

Springwell Golden Voices

15th Live Music Now
29th Ruth Andrews
November

12th Alex Anderson
26th Siannie Moodie and her Clarsach.

December 10th Christmas Lunch
Men and women are welcome to come along and enjoy the
entertainment, “a cuppa” and good company.
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Following the Beast from the East and other factors we saw a
significant fall in fund raising in the early part of the year. In an
effort to make up the shortfall we have decided to squeeze an
extra date in this autumn by changing the date to the THIRD
Saturday of the month.
Timetable as follows:
Saturday 15th September 2018
Saturday 20th October 2018
Saturday 17th November 2018
Saturday 15th December 2018
Saturday 19th January 2019
Saturday 16th February 2019
Saturday 16th March 2019
Saturday 18th May 2019

Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
CHRISTMAS FAIR
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Christian Aid Coffee Morning

Second Sunday Soup will take
place after the services on:
Sundays 9th September,
14th October
11th November

Hope to see you there at some or all of the above events
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Fresh Start Autumn 2018
Each year Fresh Start helps thousands of new tenants, ranging
from families to individuals, make a home for themselves. This can
only be achieved by the hard work of their volunteers and the
generosity of the donations they receive.
St Michaels Harvest Thanksgiving service will take place on
Sunday 30th September and once again we are asking that you
to support the charity Fresh Start and the starter packs they
provide for homeless people who are moving into a new
tenancy. They look for all sorts of items including pots and pans,
kitchen utensils, small electrical items, cleaning materials,
bedding, towels and non-perishable foods.
In their most recent appeal they were looking in particular for:
 Light bulbs (preferably bayonet caps)
 Pots and pans
 Crockery such as plates, bowls and mugs
With the exception of the foods and cleaning materials the items
do not need to be brand new but should be of a reasonable
condition such as you yourself would be prepared to use. All the
following items are very gratefully received but please do not
give other household items as Fresh Start are unable to accept
them.
For further information about Fresh Start please pick up a copy of
their newsletter from the back of the church or look on their
website www.freshstartweb.org.uk
Donations for Fresh Start can be brought any Sunday and left
either in the green box in the church vestibule or on the trolley on
the way through to the hall. For the Harvest Thanksgiving Service
please bring them into the church and place them on or around
the table at the front of the church.
If you have items you would like to donate but are unable to
bring them to the church we are happy to come and collect
them from you. To arrange this or if you are unsure what items will
be accepted please contact us, Alasdair and Babs Webster on
0131 441 1328 or email babs.webster@hotmail.co.uk
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For those who have been homeless, they have no belongings.
When they move into a flat they cannot make a cup of tea, light
a lamp, shut their curtains or snuggle up under their duvet. You
can help by donating any of the following goods:
Fresh Start Collect:
Dishes and Cutlery
Dinner plates
Side plates
Bowls
Cutlery
Glass tumblers
Mugs
Tea-towels

Pots and Pans
Soup pots
Frying pans
Milk pans
Cooking utensils
Tupperware
Can openers
Potato peelers
Wooden spoons

Electrical Items
Small household
electrical items –
Kettles, Toasters,
Lamps, Vacuum
cleaners, Irons,
Radios, DVD
players.
Microwaves, Music
systems.

Cleaning Items
Washing up basins
Washing up liquid
Toilet cleaner
Toothbrushes
Toothpaste
Hand soap
Toilet rolls
Bin bags and liners
All-purpose
cleaner
Laundry tablets
j-cloths

Bed linen and
towels
Single, double and
king sheets, duvets
and duvet covers
Pillows
Pillowcases
Blankets
Towels
Curtains
Face cloths

Food
Long lasting food
products –
Tins and jars of
beans, spaghetti,
soup, vegetables,
meat, fish and
cooking sauces.
Packets of pasta,
rice, cereal,
porridge and
biscuits.
Tea bags
Instant coffee
UHT milk
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St Colm's @ St Michael's Guild

September heralds the re-start of many organisations throughout
the Church in general and the Guild here at St Michael's is no
exception to that practice. The syllabus for 2018/19 is almost
ready and we look forward to our meetings beginning on
Wednesday 12th September at 2pm.
The theme for this Session is ' Seeking The Way' under the 3
year strategy of One Journey Many Roads. We are privileged to
have Martin Pearce, our Locum Minister lead us in this theme at
our opening meeting. At a summer meeting on 29th May the
Guild decided to support the project from the Boy's Brigade, Faith
in Young People, specifically this will focus on 3 areas ,Growth in
Faith, Growth in community partnerships, Growth in young
people. The syllabus includes a speaker from this Project, it also
includes a social film night during Guild Week in November when
Rab Anderson, a well-known Scottish mountaineer and
hill walker, will show us his journeys in the great outdoors. The
topic for discussion this session is 'the unexpected journeys' . Much
more is planned and the best way to find out about the Guild, its
work, its meetings and the fun and friendship it brings is to come
along, everyone is welcome.
During the summer months the Guild enjoyed an afternoon tea at
the Dome with much cake and chatter, this was in place of a
summer drive. The Presbyterial Guild (now called the Guild
Council) organised a sail to Inchcolm Island. 80 Guild members (5
from our Guild) from the Edinburgh area attended on what was a
glorious summer day in June. We set off from Queensferry
and sailed on a very calm Forth spotting seals basking in the
sunshine and arrived at Inchcolm with its views of Fife, Edinburgh
and the east coast looking like something on the Mediterranean!
We walked up to the abbey where the Rev Ian
Gilmour conducted a moving Communion service with all the
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elements. The communion silver had been carried over in his
backpack! It was extra special as one considered the centuries
where monks had worked and worshipped there. We completed
the sail with a tour of the 3 bridges, it was quite amazing to be
sailing underneath such structures - although the old rail bridge
was still the favourite! An afternoon of worship and fellowship with
the Guild.
Fay Anderson,
co-convener Guild
2018 - Scotland’s first ever Year of Young People (YOYP)
Looking at the themes developed by the Church of Scotland for
YOYP, we find that that for September is Global Justice where
churches are being asked to consider how their young people
can build up their communities and make the world a better
place and put their faith into action. For example, Boys' Brigade
companies across Scotland are being encouraged to support
the work of St Andrew’s Refugee Service (StARS) in Cairo which
provides a safe and inclusive space for displaced people to
come together as a community. Money raised will be used to
build outdoor play facilities for refugee children and young
people.
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick
and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit
me.” Matthew 25:35-40
October’s theme is Harvest.
More detailed information on these themes can be found at:
www.churchofscotland.org.uk/resources/children_and_youth
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Remembrance Day falls on Sunday, 1th November.
Why a poppy? During the First World War, previously beautiful
countryside in Western Europe, was blasted, bombed and fought
over, again and again swiftly turning to fields of mud where little
or nothing could grow. Bright red Flanders poppies (Papaver
rhoeas) however, were delicate but resilient flowers and
flourishied even in the middle of chaos and destruction. In early
May 1915, shortly after losing a friend in Ypres, a Canadian
doctor, Lt Col John McCrae was inspired by the sight of poppies
to write a now famous poem called 'In Flanders Fields'.
McCrae’s poem inspired an American, Moina Michael, to make
and sell red silk poppies which were brought to England by a
French woman, Anna Guérin. The (Royal) British Legion, formed in
1921, ordered 9 million of these poppies and sold them on 11th
November that year. The poppies sold out almost immediately
and that first ever 'Poppy Appeal' raised over £106,000. This was
used to help WW1 veterans with employment and housing.
The demand for poppies in England was so high that few were
reaching Scotland. Earl Haig's wife established the 'Lady Haig
Poppy Factory' in Edinburgh in 1926 to produce poppies
exclusively for Scotland. Over 5 million Scottish poppies (which
have four petals and no leaf unlike poppies in the rest of the UK)
are still made by hand by disabled ex-Servicemen at Lady Haig's
Poppy Factory each year.
Nearer the time, look out for posters on the noticeboards for
details of Remembrance Services at St Michael’s.
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Encouraging people into the Christian Faith
The routes to coming to the point in one’s life when one is ready
to profess the Christian faith publically are many and varied.
Most of us are do not have the opportunity to see the physical
risen Jesus but many of us experience a special feeling of the
presence of the spirit of God or feel a series of nudges when the
presence and love of God is laid on our hearts and enters our
minds and souls.
For some people it is a growing realisation that there is much
more to this life than simply going to work, establishing a home,
pursuing our own interests, and sometimes sharing our lives with a
partner. There comes a time therefore when one can say:
I do believe that there is an Almighty God who created the
universe and the earth and people in his likeness.
And we can say: I do believe that his son Jesus is our Lord and
saviour – our saviour from sin – all that we have done wrong in our
lives – and our saviour from death – and hence death is but a
door we pass through to the eternal home when we die in
faith……..
God being a compassionate and loving God, as well as a God of
judgement, gives us a helper called the Holy Spirit so we can say
yes: I believe in one God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit; and I
confess Jesus Christ as my saviour and Lord.
Many followers of Jesus found that taking God into their lives
brought love, joy and inner peace.
However, God does not protect us from all that goes wrong in the
world……misfortune, ill health, and death still come but they no
longer hold the fears they once had.
Instead, faith in God the Father, Jesus his son and the Holy Spirit
brings freedom from all human fears and gives us mental
strength, emotional strength as well as spiritual strength.
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During our services this year, we have reflected on the evidence
that Jesus was no ordinary teacher or prophet, and heard how
people like Thomas and the Apostles were changed by him.
We marvelled at his many miracles because there are too many
to be explained unless Jesus was divine…..
We understood he spoke with unique authority……….he was not
just a clever teacher
We acknowledged that Jesus did nothing wrong that deserved a
crucifixion…….even Pontius Pilot did not find him guilty of
deserving the death penalty.
We reflected on his amazing claims….that he was the son of man
– the Messiah – the son of God……albeit he did not admit that
truth for some time until his triumphant entry into Jerusalem.
We were staggered by the many eye-witness accounts from
people of different backgrounds and in different places that
testify that Jesus rose from the dead and could eat and speak as
a human and yet appear at will.
It is not an easy step to take; to admit that you have sinned, to
realise that Jesus was crucified for your sins and to seek his
forgiveness. It is probably one of the most difficult steps you will
ever take, but it is undoubtedly the most important one which
leads to a new life.
Entry into the Christian Faith is open to all people of all
backgrounds but it brings responsibilities and along with our
statement of belief we make promises to God when we promise:
- to join regularly with our fellow Christians on the Lord’s Day.
- to be faithful in reading the Bible, and in prayer
- to give a fitting proportion of our time, talents, and money for the
Church’s work in the world.
- to confess Christ before men, to serve him in my daily work, and
to walk His ways all the days of my life.
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God loves you, whether you know him or not, and if you have not
professed your Christian Faith before, or if it has become
lukewarm, then think again about professing your Christian Faith.
May God bless you and your loved ones all the days ahead.
Martin Pearce

This year’s Christmas Fair will take place on Saturday, 17th
November 10.30am – 12noon.

Lower Hall refurbishment
On week beginning Monday, 24th September, the lower hall,
kitchen and toilet area will be out of commission to everyone as
the existing floor is taken up and new flooring laid down. The work
is expected to last 1 week.
As far as is possible, alternative accommodation will be made
available to all the groups using the hall that week, but there will
be some for whom there is no suitable alternative.
The Congregational Board would like to thank everyone for their
forbearance while the project is being undertaken.
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Church House Chatter
As part of the Edinburgh Military Tattoo, weather and operations
permitting, on some evenings military aircraft participate in the
event with a fly past over the Castle Esplanade. Often their flight
path is directly past my house.
If I’m in an upstairs room when the planes approach at quite a
low level, I can almost look into the cockpit and see the pilot
talking and listening to air traffic controllers, checking instruments
on the control panel, lit up guiding the plane on a true course
and subsequent safe landing. I confess I get a thrill every time I
see them!
The other evening as I stood and watched, I marvelled at all the
technology needed to keep the aircraft safe, both in flight and
on the ground, and mused on what, and who, helps us negotiate
turbulent, challenging and dark times: family, friends, God,
scripture and prayer. A few days ago, I came across this prayer:
O Lord, You are my sat nav,
A voice to guide my way.
Such help on every journey,
Within my heart you reign.
You are my compass,
You lead me where to go.
Even when the path is dim,
Your truth lights all I know.
You are my lighthouse.
In the high seas and storms,
I do not fear the rocks of life,
Your love light keeps me warm.
Amen.
Fiona MacMillan
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Music at St. Michael’s
played by Stuart Montgomery on organ & piano
SUNDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER
J.S. Bach: Toccata and Fugue in D minor (BWV 565)
A. Hollins: Trumpet Minuet
(offering): F. Schubert: To Music
(recessional): J. Williams: Raiders March
SUNDAY 9th SEPTEMBER
NEW: G.F. Handel: Concerto no. 7 in B flat Major (opus 7 no 1
‘Chaconne’)
G. Bizet: Adagietto, from L’Arlessienne Suite no. 1
(reflection): Stein / Merrill: People
(offering): C. Delibes: Flower duet (Lakme)
(recessional): J.S. Bach: Prelude in G Major
SUNDAY 16th SEPTEMBER
G.F. Handel: Concerto no 9 in B flat Major (opus 7 no 3) ‘Hampton
Court’
J.S. Bach: Adagio, from Toccata and Fugue in C Major (BWV 564)
(reflection): F. Chopin: Prelude in E minor
(offering): F. Chopin: Waltz in C sharp minor
(recessional): H. Mulet: Carillon Sortie
SUNDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER
G. F Handel: Concerto no. 2 in B flat Major (opus 4 no 2) ‘Royal
Pageant’
Stuart’s Hymn Medley no. 3
(reflection): D. Shostakovich: Romance ‘Gadfly’
(offering): G. F. Handel: Lascia chi o piange
(recessional): J. Rutter: Toccata in Seven
SUNDAY 3Oth SEPTEMBER
G.F. Handel: Concerto no 7 in B flat Major (opus 7 no. 1 )
J.S. Bach: Chorale prelude - Bist du bei mir
(reflection): J. Kosma: Autumn Leaves
(offering): K. Weill: September Song
(recessional): K Gange: Postlude
21
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What’s on in St Michael’s?
Sunday

10.30 am
11.00 am

Prayers in the Annex
Morning Worship

Tea is served in the hall after Morning Worship and Soup Lunch is served
after the morning service on the Second Sunday of every month.
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated on the last Sunday in January, March, June
and October.
Monday

10.00 am Mothers and Toddlers Group
2.00 pm Friendship Club
7.00pm
Zumba

Tuesday

10.00 am Mother and Toddlers Group

Wednesday

10.30pm
2.00 pm
5.00 pm
6.15 pm
6.30pm

Thursday

10.00 am Springwell Golden Voices
2.00 pm I.O.M

Friday

10.30am
5.15 pm
6.00 pm
7.20pm

Saturday

10.30 am Young Ones
10.30am Coffee Morning (Third of the month)

Scots Music Group
St Colm's@StMichael’s Guild
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides

My Baby Can Dance
Beavers
Cubs
Scouts
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